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FEBRUARY MEETING. 

THE stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m., the Vice-President, James Ford 
Rhodes, in the absence of the President, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved. 

The Librarian reported the list of donors to the Library since 
the last meeting; calling attention to an orderly book kept at 
Newburgh from April 28 to August 7, 1783, the end of the War, 
from Mrs. Herbert Cummirig French, a granddaughter of the 
late John Plummer Healy, of Boston; and to a pamphlet en- 
titled Sacred Dirges, Hymns, and Anthems, by Oliver Holden, 
1800, in memory of Washington, from Robert Marion Pratt. 

From Dr. Frederick Cheever Shattuck, of Boston, the Society 
has received a file of the Literary Recreations, vol. I. Nos. 1-27, 
prepared and printed by the students at the Round Hill School, 
Northampton, Mass. The file is complete, extending from 
January 24 to August 29, 1829, and comprises one hundred and 
eight pages, with an index on the last page. No name of editor 
or printer is given. This particular set belonged to George 
Cheyne Shattuck, of Boston, a student at Round Hill at the 
time, and he has noted on one of the fly leaves the names of 
some of the writers with the signatures used: 

Delby was Robert Watts, of Fordham, N. Y., later professor of 
anatomy in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
New York. 

Norville J. H. Manning, of Ipswich, Mass. 

Venator E. Livingston, Clermont, N. Y. 

Beauton J. H. Prioleau, of Charleston, S. C. 

Incog. H. Ward, of New York. 

Positive F. W. or J. C. Brune, of Baltimore, Md. 

Grafton George C. Shattuck. 

The most voluminous contributor, "Kratilkraney," is not 
identified. In the issue of May 9, 1829, is a full list of the stu- 
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dents at the school — 101 in number. The pupils from the 
Southern States were numerous: Charleston, 18; Savannah, 
9; Natchez, 4; North Carolina, 3; Baltimore, 21; New York 
State, 16; and Massachusetts, 17. Two came from Rio de 
Janeiro, and two from Quebec. 

On the same issue of the paper — May 9, 1829 — is a crude 
cut of a master of the school, George Bancroft. It is 
printed not in the columns of the paper, but 
in the space between pages one and four, 
where the fold comes. The original " block," 
a block of lead, has come to the Society from 
Dr. George B. Shattuck. Tradition points to 
Livingston, of New York, as the designer and 
engraver. As an early American " caricature," 
it is not without interest; and as an early re- 
presentation of a member of this Society, it is 
given a place in this volume. 

The Cabinet-Keeper reported gifts of 
medals, of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
1904, from Dr. Horatio R. Storer; of the St. 
Nicholas Society of New York, 1903, to com- 
memorate the 250th anniversary of the govern- 
ment of New Amsterdam, from Dr. Malcolm 
Storer; of the International Otological Con- 
gress, held in Boston, August, 1913, from Dr. 
Clarence J. Blake; of the town of Oxford, 
Mass., struck to commemorate the 200th an- 
niversary, from Mr. Woods; a banner of 
William Lloyd Garrison, bearing the words, "The Liberator 
commenced January 1st, 183 1. W. L. G.," from Francis J. 
Garrison; a photograph of the painting of Justice Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes by Wilton Lockwood for the Massachusetts Bar 
Association, 19 13, from Mr. Lord; and two photographic 
copies of silhouettes of Col. David Lane, and of Col. Isaac 
Lane, of Buxton, Maine, from Mr. Ellis B. Usher, of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 

The Corresponding Secretary reported the receipt of a letter 
from Frederick L. Gay accepting his election as a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

The Editor reported gifts: (1) from Mrs. James G. Freeman, 
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of Boston, of a series of sixty-one Fleet's Register, Massachusetts 
Register and Thomas Almanac, 1782 to 1839, interleaved, with 
MS. notes by Joseph May; also the original subscription list 
for the relief of the poor of Boston in the winter of 1808 — em- 
bargo year — containing one hundred and thirty-eight signa- 
tures of prominent citizens; and a series of Boston Directories, 
thirteen in number, from 18 10 to 1838; with other material, the 
whole unusual in interest and condition; (2) from the descend- 
ants of Rev. John Miller, originally of Boston but later of 
Dover, Delaware, six letters written to his son, Samuel McLane, 
of Philadelphia,and two from Rev. Joseph Sewall,i754 and 1756; 
(3) further Baylies papers from Mr. Loring W. Puffer, of Brock- 
ton. The Society has obtained by purchase the claims of the 
State of Massachusetts against the United States for expendi- 
tures on continental account during the War of Independence, 
prepared by Nathan Dane, commissioner for the State, in 
twenty-five volumes. They contain, among other historical 
material, the charges incurred in the Penobscot expedition. 

The Recording Secretary read the following assignments by 
the Council of memoirs of deceased members: Francis C. Gray, 
to Mr. Bolton; Frederic Tudor, to Mr. Pearson; Phillips 
Brooks, to Dean Hodges; George H. Monroe, to Mr. Sanborn; 
S. Lothrop Thorndike, to Mr. Stanwood; Gamaliel Bradford, 
to Mr. Clement; and William W. Goodwin, to Dr. Gordon. 

Mr. Lord, from the Committee to nominate a candidate for 
a Vice-President of the Society, reported the name of John 
Davis Long; and, a ballot having been taken, he was unani- 
mously elected. 

Thomas Franklin Waters, of Ipswich, was elected a Resident 
Member of the Society. 

Dr. De Normandie read a paper on 

The Manifesto Church. 

In 1697 there were three of the Puritan churches in Boston: 
the First, the Second, and the Third Church, afterwards known 
as the Old South. There were also three other religious so- 
cieties: the First Baptist Church, which after various fortunes 
and bitter persecutions effected an organization in 1669, and in 
1679 built a church by the side of the old mill pond; the King's 
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Chapel, representing the first attempt to introduce the Episco- 
pacy of Old England among the Congregationalists of New- 
England, marked by some things not very creditable to either 
side; and the Quaker Meeting House, the first brick house of 
worship in the town; but these three were so denounced by the 
Puritans and not regarded as at all Christian that it is likely 
they included a small number of the inhabitants. Boston had 
then about 7000 inhabitants and was increasing, so there was 
room for another church. 

The movement for this new church came out of no quarrel, 
nor from any desire for the services of a more popular minis- 
try, but from a growing sentiment in a number of the people 
for a larger freedom in church discipline and doctrine. Indeed 
the non-conformists in England had for some time shown some 
uneasiness because the non-conformists of New England had 
manifested very evident marks of departing from the severe re- 
strictions brought over by the early settlers, and when asked to 
give an account of themselves answered that "the free air of 
the wilderness had wrought some changes for which they saw 
good reason; that churches should always be open to, and seek- 
ing after the truth, and had still need to grow from defects to 
purity, and from reformation to reformation, age after age." 
In about all the churches of that day Calvinism was preached 
in its primitive rigor and with its lurid glow. 

It was in the spirit of milder and more liberal views that in 
1697 a few gentlemen of the highest character and large influ- 
ence in Boston associated themselves as "undertakers" in the 
plan of founding a religious society more in harmony with these 
views. As soon as the other churches heard of their purpose 
they were assailed with the most bitter denunciations; but 
they went resolutely on, for they were leading men in the plan- 
tation and of large means, and a building was finished in 1699. 

Such was the opposition and such the violent epithets hurled 
at them by the other churches, that they thought it well to pub- 
lish a manifesto of their aims, and to set forth the principles to 
which by the grace of God they meant to adhere; and this gave 
the only name by which for a long time the church was known 
— the Manifesto Church. It was a plain announcement to 
the other churches of the convictions of a number of very prom- 
inent inhabitants of Boston with whom they had to reckon. 
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This Manifesto contained sixteen articles, and while they de- 
clared their approval of the Confession of Faith put forth by 
the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, and their desire 
sincerely to hold communion with the other churches here, 
yet they named four points of discipline or forms of worship 
they wished reformed. 

The first point was that the minister should read at his dis- 
cretion some portion of the Scriptures at the public worship in 
the church. This had been pretty generally neglected among 
the Puritan Congregationalists of England and entirely aban- 
doned in New England. They would not read them because 
the Book of Common Prayer read so much of them in the course 
of the year; and because that Book provided for various 
chants and anthems and singing, they would have but one 
singing at a Sunday service; and because the Book of Prayer 
repeated the Lord's Prayer so frequently they would not repeat 
it at all. Indeed it is not improbable that some of them would 
have been unwilling to enter heaven by the same door. 

A second point was settled by the Manifesto, a subject, which 
for more than half a century was constantly breaking out in 
the New England churches. The old rule was that baptism 
should be administered to only those infants whose parents had 
been baptized. Then some churches adopted what was called 
the Half-way Covenant, which provided that parents who 
were not church members could have their children baptized. 
The great cry against the Manifesto was that it did not adopt 
even the Half-way Covenant, but let the whole matter rest 
with any parents, if they wanted their children baptized, and 
the minister, if he was satisfied with their professions — and 
yet all this was exceedingly mild compared to Paul's severe 
exclamation against baptism. 

The third point was the entire departure from requiring a 
personal relation of each one's experiences before the congre- 
gation when desiring to become a member of the church. 
That was a custom which must have been attended with every 
conceivable mischief, evil, and dread to a nervous or sensitive 
soul; to some, encouraging every kind of false and hypocritical 
profession, and to many a custom so abnormal that it kept 
them from the very ordinances which might give comfort, 
strength, and peace. It offered also a low and vulgar attrac- 
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tion to the prurient curiosity for the portrayal of sin, as in many 
a revival the greatest interest has centred upon some converted 
profligate who delighted the crowd with a recital of his dis- 
honesty or sensuality. It was a praiseworthy step when the 
Manifesto Church swept all that away and put the matter 
upon the basis of personal liberty — one could or could not 
make the relation, just as he or she chose. 

The fourth point was one of equal wisdom, and while the 
cause of great offence to the other churches, the most practical 
and beneficent in its effects of any movement up to that time 
in the New England churches — the right of voting was no 
longer to be confined to church members; they were to have no 
rights, privileges, or powers beyond the congregation, — the 
first instance in which it was announced as a rule of the church 
that the communicants were thereafter to have no rights above 
the congregation. The Puritans were determined that the 
church should be the state and the state the church. 

These four distinguishing features of the Manifesto Church 
were so reasonable that they gradually made their way into all 
the churches; and so the heretics of one day become the 
heroes and saints of the following. 

In the midst of the violent denunciations of the Manifesto, 
the " Undertakers" went quietly on with their plans, secured 
a piece of land called Brattle's Close, and built a modest 
wooden structure, smaller but in its general plan resembling 
the Old South. The only thing that was striking was an hour- 
glass for the pulpit, a foot high, enclosed in a gilded frame — a 
reminder to the clergy of that day, who had a remarkable 
gift of continuance; as the minister of Newbury, seeing the 
sands running out, would turn it up again and say, "Come, 
brethren, let's have another glass." 

Mr. Benjamin Colman, a native of Boston, then ministering 
to a large dissenting congregation in England, was invited to 
the Manifesto Church and accepted, because, as he said, "I was 
proud of my own humble education here in Cambridge, be- 
cause of the catholic air I had there breathed in." But, as none 
of the Boston ministers would assist in his ordination, he was 
ordained in London and had the first public worship in the 
new church on the 24th of December, 1699; and we may be 
sure there was no reference to Christmas in it. At once he 
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took the first rank among the Boston clergy, and so many of 
the leading citizens of the other three churches came to him 
that soon it was necessary to enlarge his church, which did 
not lessen the enmity against him and the Manifesto Church; 
and when on account of his influence and power and popularity 
they could not openly show it, they secretly poisoned the pub- 
lic mind against him. Dr. Palfrey says: "His more moderate 
orthodoxy had a charm for those who had listened to the stern 
mysticism of Willard or the pedantic puerilities of Cotton 
Mather." 

His influence throughout the town soon became acknowl- 
edged. The College owed to him the brilliant presidency of 
Leverett, the bounty of the Holdens and Hollises, and many 
large personal services. He was active in introducing the 
practice of inoculation for smallpox, not without some hazard 
of life from the rage of the people. A sermon preached in 
London in 1772 and reprinted in Boston held that Satan was 
the first inoculator — t a place he still holds pre-eminently as 
the inoculator of many evils in those of public and private 
station. 

Here are some of the sweet and brotherly and Christian 
terms used profusely in the tracts and tirades against the 
"Undertakers": "impudence," "gross immorality," "deep 
apostacy," "open impiety," "profaneness," "atheism." Dr. 
Colman was referred to as vilifying his superiors, unto 
whom he owed a special reverence. Increase Mather, Presi- 
dent of the College, speaks of Colman as "a little thing," 
"a raw and unstudied youth, but also of a very unsanctified 
temper and spirit," and charges Mr. Brattle as being of the 
same spirit; while Brattle, then treasurer of the College, speaks 
of the President as a "reverend scribbler, a moral heathen 
would not have done as he had done." 

The Salem ministers could not disguise their abhorrence of 
the Manifesto, and their tone of opposition was full of personal 
abuse. They insisted the " Undertakers " had undertaken their 
work without proper and sacred appeals for divine help; " put 
more confidence in their pastor than is meet to be put in any 
man living: you show a tendency to subvert the ministry of 
grace and order and liberty of all the churches; you may be 
the beginning of a schism that will dishonor God, grieve the 
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good, and be a matter of triumph to the bad," and refused to 
join them in a day of prayer. 

Colman introduced a new style of preaching for the Massa- 
chusetts clergy, and came to be the healer in all ecclesiastical 
troubles. 

Perhaps all persons earnestly engaged in works of philan- 
thropy are apt to think that society is deteriorating; at least 
there seems room for a reasonable pessimism. Before the first 
century had passed, gloomy forebodings and pitiful portrayals 
of the wickedness in business and politics and the church 
abound. We have just had an attempt to increase church 
attendance; and over 400 years before Christ it was the 
same story, and the prophet Nehemiah cries, " Why is the house 
of God neglected?" Foxcroft, the minister of the First Church 
at its one hundredth anniversary, thinks Boston has so given 
up worship and righteousness that it should be called the 
"lost" town, and Colman in 17 16 writes: "We are sadly on 
the decay as to serious piety and vital religion. We have lost 
our first love, life, and zeal. Our fathers, where are they — their 
spirit of devotion, their sobriety and temperance, their godli- 
ness and honesty? Sensuality, worldliness, and pride are grown 
up in the place of these; profaneness, lukewarmness, hypocrisy, 
selfishness, and unrighteousness." 

During Colman's ministry Thomas Brattle left by legacy 
"a pair of organs which he dedicated and devoted to the praise 
and glory of God with us, if we would accept thereof and within 
a year after his decease procure a sober person skilful to play 
thereon." The church, with all possible respect to the memory 
of their deceased friend and benefactor, voted "that they did 
not think it proper to use the same in the public worship of 
God." 

The matter of an organ came up again in 1790, but its in- 
troduction was not effected without serious opposition and 
difficulty, and for several years it was never played but as an 
accompaniment to the singing; no interludes were allowed, 
and no symphonies at the opening and close of worship. It 
was said that, when the vessel containing the organ arrived in 
the harbor, a wealthy gentleman of the parish, who had re- 
fused to subscribe for it, waited upon the minister and offered 
to pay into the treasury of the church, for the benefit of the 
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poor, the whole cost of the organ and freight, if he would 
have it thrown overboard below the lighthouse. 

After Dr. Colman came the ministry of the two Coopers. 
No minister in Massachusetts was more universally esteemed 
than Samuel Cooper or called upon for more private or public 
services. 

In 1772 a movement was made for a new church, and upon 
the spot endeared by many early struggles and by a wonder- 
ful prosperity the beautiful Brattle Square Church was built 
by Wren's most distinguished pupil. 

Some of you must recall it, with its heavy pillars, and finely 
carved work; its stately mahogany pulpit, after the best results 
of London art in that day; the antique mouldings; the pews 
panelled in green; the brocatelle curtains on the brass rods 
around the galleries; the curiously shaped windows, and the 
wide sills, and the heavy green blinds, and the bell (the largest 
in Boston) — the wonderfully grand and imposing solemnity of 
its interior. I am confident that no church in Boston erected 
since can equal it in architectural beauty; and here gathered 
fdr many years one of the most distinguished congregations 
Boston has ever had. One marks with much interest the long 
list of old Boston families worshipping in this church, such as 
Governor Hancock, Governor Bowdoin, John Adams, John 
Quincy Adams, Samuel Dexter, Harrison Gray Otis, Daniel 
Webster, Chief Justice Parker, Judge Peter 0. Thacher, James 
T. Austin, Doctors John and J. C. Warren, the Brothers Sul- 
livan, General Dearborn, Alexander Everett, Thomas Rus- 
sell, Benjamin Crowninshield, Theodore Lyman, Henderson 
Inches, William, Amos, and Abbott Lawrence. 

The incidents of the Revolution soon added much historical 
interest to the church. 

Dr. Cooper was the minister when the war came on, and his 
intense and eloquent patriotism gave great offence to the royal- 
ists, who made him and his church a special mark for their 
hatred. All religious services there were suspended, and the 
English commander took the Old South for a riding school 
and the Brattle Square Church for barracks. The soldiers 
marred and defaced it with their bayonets; by the pulpit 
were grouped the flags of Great Britain; all around had been 
scattered the cots of the soldiers. General Gage had his head- 
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quarters opposite the church, and said he had no fears for his 
troops while they were within such massive walls; and, most 
interesting of all, the silent witness of those stirring times until 
the church was taken down, was the cannon ball over the 
front entrance, fired from the American line of fortifications 
against the British within the sacred enclosure — as it was 
written, the church 

Wore on its bosom, as a bride might do, 
The iron breastpin that the rebels threw. 

It is a remarkable testimony to the gifts of the first three 
ministers of this church that each one was elected President 
of our neighboring University. 

Then we have the ministry of Dr. Thacher, marked by no 
disturbing incidents, save that the spirit of independence and 
heresy which established the Manifesto Church began to show 
itself in his preaching, marked by a tendency toward Arianism 
and Arminianism, thus described by one of the clergy, "that 
his pulpit was five miles from Cambridge, and fifteen miles from 
Andover, and his theology bore about the same relation to the 
Divinity Schools of the two places." 

Next, in 1803, William Ellery Channing was invited to 
preach as a candidate, but declined because he did not feel 
able to take charge of so large and distinguished a parish or 
preach in so large a church. Afterwards he became the min- 
ister of the Federal Street Church, where began that wonder- 
ful preaching which echoed throughout Christendom and 
brought on the liberal movement in New England. 

In 1804 began the ministry of Joseph Stevens Buckminster, 
called "the seraph of the pulpit/' and never has there been in 
New England such rapt enthusiasm over a young preacher. 
He thrilled his hearers by an eloquence unique and unknown 
at that time — fervent, eloquent, glowing; but he was an 
epileptic — a disease so often the witness to the finest and most 
gifted nature, and his early death left the whole community in 
deepest sorrow — as if the life of rarest promise was hushed 
as its work began. 

Buckminster was the instructor of Webster at Exeter, but 
could not persuade him to speak before the school. When he 
returned from Europe, whither he had gone in quest of health, 
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he brought with him a manuscript copy of the hymn "While 
Thee I seek, protecting Power," given to him by its author, 
Helen Maria Williams. This was the first copy to reach 
America and had never been used in public worship. Buck- 
minster's knowledge of music was thorough, as his love for it 
was ardent, and in association with two friends he altered a 
piece of PleyePs instrumental music, adapting it to the hymn; 
it was sung for the first time in the church to the tune Bengal 
and then in honor of Buckminster was called Brattle Street. 

Next came the brief ministry of Edward Everett, the fourth 
minister of this church to be called to the presidency of Har- 
vard. Even while so young, Everett's delivery was so artistic, 
studied, and striking, and for effect that it was said of his pray- 
ers they were the most eloquent ever offered — not to the 
Deity — but to a Boston audience. 

Then came the pastorate of the historian and scholar, John 
G. Palfrey, until, in 1834, Dr. Lothrop entered upon his long 
ministry, continuing until our own day. 

By the middle of the 19th century the demands of business 
had seriously encroached upon Brattle Square, and its parishion- 
ers one by one had been driven to the Back Bay or farther off, 
and it became evident that the church must move. At a parish 
meeting it was said, "The question is whether we shall remain 
here and die, or remove and carry on our traditions and history 
and be a living power and not a lifeless memory to coming gen- 
erations." They did both — they moved and died; and the 
Manifesto Church, the first witness in Boston to the spirit 
of inquiry, tolerance, and freedom triumphant over the most 
bitter persecution — the Brattle Square Church, long so distin- 
guished in our religious life, with all its interesting traditions 
passed away forever. 

Mr. Sanborn read a paper on 

Boston and New York after the Revolution. 

The letters of Noah Webster, which this Society published a 
few years ago, furnish dates and circumstances of the years 
immediately following our war which explain many things 
otherwise known chiefly by family tradition. In a letter of 
Webster from New York to Col. Timothy Pickering, one of the 
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early friends and critics of the young grammarian, occurs this 
passage, under date of April 25, 1786 1 1 "A duel was fought 
last Friday evening between Mr. Curson and Mr. Burling; the 
former cannot recover of his wounds. The latter escaped, as 
Mr. Curson did not fire." 

Who were these persons, and what was the occasion of the 
duel which led to the migration of a boy five years old, in the 
summer of the same year, from Baltimore to Boston, which was 
afterwards his home for many years, if a seaman can be said 
to have any fixed abode? "Mr. Curson" was a young English- 
man, supposed to be named George, who had shortly before re- 
turned to New York, where he had resided six years before, 
during the British occupancy of the city. He was of the same 
English family which in our time has been ennobled in the per- 
son of Lord Curzon of Kedleston, and was distinguished pre- 
viously by the author of that book, often quoted but seldom 
read of late years, Curson's "Monasteries of the Levant." 
Whether George Curson was connected with the British army 
or navy, or was in America as a visitor or an inhabitant, is un- 
known to me. "Mr. Burling " was Walter, of an old New York 
family, still commemorated by that locality known as "Burl- 
ing Slip," which implies a mercantile occupation. Presum- 
ably some of his family remained in New York under the mili- 
tary control of Sir Henry Clinton, and there young Curson had 
made the acquaintance of a sister of Walter, with whom he fell 
in love, and to whom he promised marriage. Whether a pri- 
vate marriage had actually occurred, is in dispute; but a child, 
Samuel Curson, taking always his father's name, was born in 
1 78 1, and at the time of the duel seems to have been with his 
mother in Baltimore. His uncle Walter did not believe in the 
alleged marriage, but considered Curson his sister's seducer, — 
challenged him upon that ground, and shot him; his antagonist, 
refusing to fire at his brother-in-law, was buried in one of the 
old churchyards of New York. I have seen and copied a letter 
of Samuel Curson, describing his journey at the age of five, 
from Baltimore to New York in the summer of 1786, his visit 
to an "Aunt Arden" there, and his further journey from New 
York to Norwich in Connecticut, under the care of James Per- 
kins of Boston, a business partner of Burling. At Norwich, 
1 Proceedings } xlih. 127. 
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Mr. Perkins, an older brother of Col. Thomas Handasyd Per- 
kins, well remembered by our older members, diverged from 
his route to Boston to visit his fiancee, Miss Paine of Wor- 
cester, leaving little Sam to go forward in the stage-coach, under 
the care of a negro, who, not being permitted to associate with 
white folks in the coach, was mounted on Mr. Perkins's horse, 
and was to accompany the coach to Boston. An accident threw 
him from his horse, and he could not overtake the coach; so 
the boy went on alone under the care of the stage-driver, who 
delivered him, that evening or the next, at the home of the 
Widow Perkins in Merchants' Row, near State Street, and to 
the care of her daughters who were afterwards Mrs. Cushing, 
Mrs. Sturgis, Mrs. Bennet Forbes, and Mrs. Abbot of Exe- 
ter. By them and their mother he was most kindly received 
and wept over, put to bed and treated thereafter as one of the 
Perkins family. He lived -sometimes with James Perkins, after 
his marriage, sometimes with Mr. Cravath, who had married 
a sister of Col. Joseph May, the grandfather of Louisa Alcott, 
and sometimes, I think, with Colonel May himself. He lived 
for the most part in that section of Boston which was not "the 
North End," but nearer the fine house of Governor Hancock; 
and when old enough to slide down hill, he used to coast down 
the north side of Beacon Hill, where now are the streets called 
Bowdoin, Temple, and Somerset, which seem then to have been 
mere lanes, if they existed at all. On one of the crests of the 
Hill the present Bulfinch State House was soon building, and 
on another crest stood the mansion of Gardiner Greene, whose 
wife was a daughter of Copley the painter. Copley himself 
was then the owner of large pastures on the southwest side of 
Beacon Hill, which Harrison Gray Otis obtained from Copley's 
agent. Sam Curson as a boy sported in those pastures, and had 
severe fights, which he describes, at the head of Hanover Street 
and down as far as the Boston Stone, with the rude boys of the 
North End. If defeated by them, as often happened, the fight 
was continued through Scollay Square, and as far, sometimes, 
as where William Elliot and his associates afterwards built the 
Tremont House. All this he describes with gusto in his remi- 
niscences. He may even have been one of those naughty lads 
who snowballed the Duke of Kent, afterwards father of Queen 
Victoria, when he came driving into Boston from Groton over 

30 
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the West Boston Bridge in a fine four-horse sleigh which had 
brought him down from Quebec in the year 1794. To this 
Duke a ball was given during his stay in Boston, at which, 
by family tradition, he would only dance with the daughter of 
Col. George Watson of Plymouth, then the wife of Thomas 
Russell, the richest merchant of Boston, who died before 1796, 
after which she married Sir Grenville Temple. It is not likely 
that Sam Curson was present at this ball, though his protector, 
James Perkins, may have been. I may turn aside here to in- 
troduce an autograph letter from this lady, when she was still 
Mrs. Russell, and in mourning for her first husband, — also 
preparing to. become a church member, as is intimated in this 
letter to her cousin Priscilla Watson (Mrs. Cotton of Ply- 
mouth), which follows: 

Boston, July 1st. '96. 

My dear Priscilla, — I last evening received your charming 
letter with the valuable contents. I have once read them; shall 
often reperuse them, and return them to you when I have the pleas- 
ure of a visit from you, which I shall depend upon. I think I can 
be of service to you and your plan, which we will consult upon when 
we meet. Remember you treat me with total unreserve. My 
Middleborough plan is at a stand for the present, but I hope some 
time or other to renew it. 

I miss you very much. I have talked with so much freedom to 
you of my different sensations and sentiments that I wish still to 
confide in you. They are at times tranquil and happy; at times 
my heart and soul ascend to the being who claims my unbounded 
love and gratitude; at other times I descend to earth, and feel all 
the frailties and imperfections attendant on human nature. My 
ideas become chained to earth, and I for a time consider my hap- 
piness dependent upon it; but, thank God, I do not always feel 
the same weight upon my spirits. 

The important Sunday has not arrived; the next is the one I 
wish for and still dread. I sometimes doubt my own sincerity, — 
am fearful I am deceiving myself; but these doubts must attend 
every person in so important an undertaking. I hope for divine 
assistance to support me through this world, and to conduct me to 
a far better. 

I have had a miniature picture taken of my dear, dear Husband, 
— the very exact image of him, taken from the picture in the other 
room, but a thousand times more like him. I have been sick this 
two days from the possession; it was so unexpected. Indeed it is 
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very extraordinary it should be so exactly like, as Mr. Malbone 
never saw the dear original. 

The ring you sent for is sold, — none remain but painted devices, 
which I am sure Mrs. Bowen would not like. I return you the money 
(15 dollars) inclosed in this. 

You recollect the friend I told you I received a letter from, men- 
tioning their visiting Boston this summer. I have received an 
answer to the one I wrote. They still persist in the intention; 
plead want of health as the cause, which I dare say is the true and 
only one. I cease to be anxious about the circumstance; my fears 
originated and were built upon the idle fancies of others. Why 
should they make me uneasy when I know the purity of my own 
intentions? 

There are many strangers now in Boston, Mr. and Mrs. Bingham 
and suite. They have done me the honor to call upon me without 
my visiting them, which I could not bring myself to do. They 
merely called to pay their compliment. 

Dr. Borland goes in a few moments. 

Yours with affection, 

E. Russell. 

This is a very delicate and explicative letter. She was in 
mourning for a lost husband to whose memory she was attached, 
and whose miniature by the exquisite brush of Malbone she 
had just procured as a souvenir. But she had the admiration 
of many younger men, and the person whose visit she was 
dreading was probably Mr. Temple, not yet knighted, whom 
she did marry within a year or two, and who, at her death in 
Rome before 1820, erected to her memory in the same ceme- 
tery where Keats, Shelley, and Trelawny are buried, a monu- 
ment designed by the son of Goethe, with a good Latin in- 
scription, but so quaintly worded that it long escaped the 
recognition of her American kindred, visiting the spot, among 
them the late Professor Goodwin, whose grandfather Watson 
was a cousin of Lady Temple. Landor once wrote: 

"I will not love!" This voice hath often 

Broke from a troubled breast; 
Seldom from one no sighs can soften, — 

Seldom from one at rest. 

This letter seems to exemplify the poet's meaning. Along 
with it, ten years ago, Mrs. Watson of Hillside, Plymouth, 
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put into my hands another letter by Lady Temple (with many 
old Watson papers) written two years later from New York, 
and describing in much detail the robbery of Sir Grenville's 
house near Corlear's Hook, New York, by a band of armed 
brigands in 1798, the leader of whom, evidently a gentleman 
externally, is said to have been a son of Thomas Russell by 
his first wife. These Watson papers in the mass I may submit 
some day for preservation in the cabinet of this Society. They 
relate chiefly to events before and soon after our Revolution. 
My supposed discretion, and my known aversion to family 
and personal quarrels, have made me the depository of the 
private papers of several families, which have so accumulated 
that I must soon provide for their publication, destruction, 
or other disposal of them. 

James Perkins was the grandson of Edmund Perkins and 
Esther Frothingham of Charlestown; his own mother was 
a Miss Peck, and was at the head of her family of daughters 
when Sammy Curson arrived in Merchants' Row, as above 
shown. Soon after, Walter Burling went to Santo Domingo 
as the partner of James Perkins, and, after a time, desired to 
have the boy sent out to him there, and he went. But he so 
much resembled his deceased father that it was too much for 
the conscience of Burling, and Sammy was soon sent back to 
Boston, to remain there, under the care of the Perkins family, 
in whose employ he afterward sailed as supercargo to various 
ports in Europe and America. When S. G. Perkins went 
to the French colony to replace his brother James, the lad 
did not accompany him; and when S. G. Perkins returned to 
Boston, bringing with him, or subsequently writing, a history 
of the French Revolution in that island (which was published 
by our Society, 1 he found James still in charge of his 
young client. Burling, before 1800, established himself as 
a planter in Mississippi, and may have given a home there 
to his sister; but of that the manuscript in my hands makes 
no mention, nor of the connection that Burling had with 
the conspiracy of Aaron Burr. Whether he was on Burr's 
side, or for the Spaniards who hated Burr, nobody seems 
to know; the fact is that he went from Natchez to the city of 
Mexico on a mission for one side or the other, before the plot 
1 2 Proceedings, n. 307. 
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culminated in the arrest of Burr. How long he remained as- 
sociated in business with Perkins is also unknown; but this 
story remains in the family annals: 

Burling was sitting by the Perkins fireside, long after the 
Burr fiasco, and Mrs. Perkins said to him, — she who was 
Miss Paine of Worcester, — "Walter, you ought to get 
married." "I know it," said he, "but who would marry an 
old fellow like me?" "Eliza would," said she,, naming her 
own sister. "Do you think so?" He proposed and was ac- 
cepted, — so runs the tale. 

Long before this, a new firm had been established which 
soon became famous among the merchant princes of Boston. 
I now quote from the end of this early manuscript, written for 
his children by Samuel Curson, long after his marriage to Miss 
Searle of Brookline, and preserved at his old house by the 
Merrimac at Cursors Mill, where his daughter, Mary Curson, 
showed it to me and allowed me to copy it, many years ago. 
Mr. Curson wrote: 

In 1792-3 Thomas H. Perkins returned to Boston from China 
as supercargo for Mr. Derby of Salem; he brought home an ad- 
venture, [a small stock of goods on his own account] and opened 
store in the chamber of the lowest storehouse in Butler's Row. He 
had there some teas and sugar-candy, as well as sweetmeats. I 
made him several visits, and we became sociable. [Sam was now 
a boy of twelve.] In 1793, I believe, he married Sarah Elliott, 
the daughter of Simon who sold snuff by wholesale in State Street, 
opposite Broad. About this time Cap Francois in Hayti was 
burned, and Perkins, Burling & Co. had to retreat to Boston. Mr. 
James Perkins and his brother Thomas soon after went into partner- 
ship, and located themselves at 37 Long Wharf. Mr. Sam. G. Per- 
kins joined Mr. Stephen Higginson, and married his daughter 
Barbara. James Perkins went to live at No. 3 Franklin Place, and 
T. H. Perkins moved from a small house in Summer St. then called 
Seven Star Lane, to one on Fort Hill, back of Foster's Wharf. S. G. 
Perkins was in front of where the Boylston Market stands; [corner 
of Washington and Boylston Streets], Russell Sturgis was in Atkin- 
son Street, corner of Berry, and his land ran back to the Berry Street 
Meeting-House. Old Mrs. Perkins now went into a house at the 
head of Sears' Wharf; her daughter, Mrs. Doubleday, a widow, had 
married again Josiah Sturgis, brother of Russell, and gone out to 
Charleston. Her sister, Margaret, afterwards Mrs. Forbes, went 
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out to accompany Mrs. Sturgis. Mrs. Cushing, mother of John P. 
Cushing and Nancy Maynard Cushing, had gone out to North 
Carolina with her two children to seek her husband. In the summer 
of 1794 the Messrs. Perkins took me as youngest apprentice at 
Long Wharf. 

He was then in his fourteenth year, and he remained in their 
service for twenty or thirty years, sailing, when older, as super- 
cargo, and having various adventures in England, Lisbon, 
and South America, — possibly also in Mexico, where he had 
some mercantile connection, I think. Returning from South 
America after a long detention there in a port of Peru, he mar- 
ried, and bought of a Mr. Hooper the mill-site, garden, and 
woodland known as Curson's Mill, — a tidemill of great an- 
tiquity on the Artichoke River, now given up by his descend- 
ants, who still own the place. 

There I first called on Mary Curson, his daughter, about 
forty-five years ago, while I was visiting Ben Perley Poore at 
his Indian Hill house in West Newbury. I had become intimate 
then with Mary's friend, Ellery Channing, who, when he 
withdrew from Harvard College in 1834-5, retired to Curson's 
Mill, and became intimate with Mrs. Curson and the family. 
He was the grandson of S. G. Perkins and Barbara Higginson, 
and the great-grandson of Stephen Higginson; and he used to 
meet at Curson's Mill Miss Caroline Sturgis, the daughter of 
Captain William Sturgis, who was a friend of the Cursons and 
Searles. The Artichoke river was the theme of several of 
Channing's early poems, into which he occasionally introduced 
the figure of Caroline Sturgis; and in a brief romance of the 
Wilhelm Meister sort, "The Youth of the Poet and Painter," 
he not only described the charming scenery of that region, but 
introduced Emerson, the late S. G. Ward, and Channing him- 
self. This he printed in the Dial in 1844, and afterwards 
revised for republication in a little volume, which he be- 
queathed to me along with all his manuscripts. Channing was 
also a friend of Samuel Curson's son George, who was near 
his own age. 

During his many voyages Mr. Curson kept up a corre- 
pondence with Miss Searle, whom he afterwards married, and 
who was a descendant of the two Dudleys, early Colonial 
Governors of Massachusetts. An aunt of hers having married 
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Chambers Russell — an older brother, I think, of Thomas 
Russell above mentioned — the family portraits came some 
of them into Mary Curson's possession, while others are owned 
by her kinsmen, the Codmans, — Judge Russell's own portrait 
by Copley being still in possession, I believe, of our associate 
Col. C. R. Codman. Many other portraits and paintings of 
various kinds, with other objects of art brought home by Mr. 
Curson from his voyages, used to adorn the old mansion by the 
Merrimac, where I have spent many agreeable hours. Miss 
Curson was a close friend of the Whittiers, who lived across 
the Merrimac from her, and she told me one anecdote of a 
visit to Whittier, and its result, which is worth relating for its 
quaintness. Channing, her friend and mine, had become vexed 
with her for some fancied lack of hospitality, occasioned by her 
care of her invalid mother, and had written one of his severe 
letters, declaring he should never set foot in her garden again. 
Suffering under the pain of this undeserved censure, she rowed 
across the intervening Merrimac and called on the Quaker 
poet, the same day or the next. She said to Whittier, "I have 
just received a very disagreeable letter from a friend, and I am 
so worried about it that I have come over to ask your advice 
what to do." "Well, Mary Curson," said Whittier, "I have 
just got such another letter; now I will give my letter to thee 
and thee must give thine to me, and we will throw 'em both 
into the fire, and think no more about them." So said, so 
done. Mary took Whittier's letter and dropped it into the river 
as she was returning to the Mill, and Whittier, taking from 
her the Channing letter, threw it into his study fire. 

The kindred of Miss Curson still occupy this romantic retreat 
on the Merrimac, and still row on the two rivers where Chan- 
ning and Caroline Sturgis, Wentworth Higginson with Mary 
Channing, and many young lovers since, have rowed and sung; 
and many more will sail and chant, no doubt, as years go by. 
None will describe the little lonely stream better than Chan- 
ning did seventy-five years ago: 

The stream is well alive; 
Another passive world you see, 
Where downward grows the form of every tree, 
Like soft light clouds they thrive; 
Like them, let us in our pure loves reflected be. 
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We smoothly glide below 
The faintly glimmering worlds of light: 
Day has a charm, and this deceptive night 
Brings a mysterious show; 
He shadows our dear earth, but his cool stars are white. 

Mr. Ford offers the following note on the 

Mather-Calef Paper on Witchcraft. 

While editing Cotton Mather's Diary I found in the Society 
a manuscript in his writing, of thirty-two quarto pages, with- 
out heading or endorsement to indicate its purpose or occasion. 
It was a treatise on witchchraf t, prepared in reply to criticisms 
and agreement raised upon his views and conduct during the 
Salem trials, but without date or address to show if Mather 
intended it as a general reply to his critics, as a formal state- 
ment of his belief, or as an answer to an individual critic. On 
the margins of the sheets, and in another hand, were replies and 
running comments on the text, but without the slightest in- 
dication who the writer was. This question of identifying a 
man who evidently had little awe, much less fear, of Mather, 
gave me some occupation; and after eliminating many con- 
jectures I concluded that the critic could be no other than 
Robert Calef. In this conclusion I was confirmed by Calef's 
letter to B[rattle], March i, 1694-95, printed in Calefs More 
Wonders of the Invisible World (1700), 30. He there says: 

The utmost compliance I have mett with, is (by your Hands) the 
sight of four Sheets [i. e. thirty- two pages] of recinded Papers, but 
I must first be obliged to return them in a Fortnight, and not Copied, 
which I have now complied with: And having read them am not at 
all Surprized at the Authors Caution in it, not to admit of such crude 
matter and impertinent absurdities, as are to be found in it to spread. 
He seems concern'd that I take no notice of his several Books, 
wherein, as he saith, he has unanswerably proved things to which I 
might reply, that I have sent him Letters of quotations out of those 
Books, 1 to know how much of them he will abide by, for I thought 
it hard to affix their Natural consequences till he had opportunity 
to explain them. And saith that he had sent me (Mr. Baxter's 
Worlds of Spirits) an ungainsayable Book, &•<;. (tho I know no un- 
gainsayable Book, but the Bible, which Book I think no Man that 

1 Calef, More Wonders of the Invisible World, 27. 
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has read it will give such a Title to but the Author, he speaks of my 
reproaching his publick Sermons, of which I am not conscious to 
my self, unless it be about his interpretation of a Thunder Storm 
(that broke into his House) which savoured so much of Enthusiasm. 
As to those papers, I have (as I read them) noted in the Margin 
where, in a hasty reading, I thought it needful, of which it were 
unreasonable for him to complain; seeing I might not take a Copy, 
thereby to have been inabled, more at leasure to digest what were 
needfull to be said on so many Heads; and as I have not flatter'd 
him, so for telling what was so needful, with the hazard of making 
so many Enemies by it, I have approved my self one of his best 
Friends: And besides his own sense of the weakness of his Answer, 
testified by the prohibition above, he has wholly declined answering 
to most of those things that I had his promise for, and what he 
pretends to speak to, after mentioning, without the needful Answer 
or Proof drops it. 

Calef then proceeds to give the heads of Mather's paper, and 
by referring to particular pages, establishes that these are the 
very "four Sheets of recinded Papers" sent to Calef for his 
confusion, rather than conversion. 1 He concludes with this 
appeal for a serious reply to his doubts: 

That 't is more Honour to own an Error in time, than tenaciously 
after full Conviction to retain it. But if our Author will again 
Vindicate such matters, please to acquaint him, that I shall not any 
more receive his Papers, if I may not Copy and use them; and that 
when he does, instead of such abstruse matters, I still pray his de- 
termination in those things I have his promise for. 

The occasion for this letter arose from the fact that Calef's 
notes of his visits to the afflicted Margaret Rule, taken 
September 13 and 19, 1693, na d been so far shown as to become 
known and "misrepresented." 

These notes were a matter of fact record of what passed in the 
room of Margaret Rule on the two occasions, and under any 
interpretation contained sentences reflecting on the attitude of 
the Mathers, father and son. Cotton Mather indignantly sent 
a message to Calef, threatening him with arrest, and appears to 
have called him the "worst of Lyars, making it [the notes] Pul- 

1 He gave a fuller summary in his letter to the Ministers, March 18, 1694-95, 
in More Wonders of the Invisible World, 3$. 

3i 
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pit-news with the Name of Pernicious Libels, etc." * Calef 
offered to meet him and read to him these notes, but could not 
bring Mather to the point, and January n, 1693-94, sent him 
copies of notes, "the first coppy that ever was taken," and 
letters, "to the end that what shall be found defective or not 
fairly represented, if any such shall appear, they may be set 
right." Probably between September and December, 1693, 
Mather made his first entry on the matter in his Diary: "A 
wicked Man, wrote a most lying Libel to revile my Conduct in 
these matters; which drove mee to the Blessed God, with my 
Supplications that Hee would wonderfully protect mee, as well 
from unreasonable Men acted by the Divels, as from the Divels 
themselves." 2 Mather acknowledged receiving the "pre- 
tended narrative of a visit by my Father and self to an Afflicted 
Young woman," and swept it aside as containing scarcely one 
thing in it, whether respecting his father or himself, "either 
fairly or truly represented." He indicates the leading misstate- 
ments and strongly objects to the general tone of the account, 
so well calculated to place the two clergymen in an unenviable 
light. This reply opened a discussion on witches and witch- 
craft, lasting for some years, and causing great annoyance to 
Mather. 3 The paper now printed formed a part of the exchange 
of notes and printed pieces. Into the details of this discussion 
we need not now go; it is enough to have identified these 
"notes" and explained their occasion. 

Three years after this paper was written, Mather published 
his Life of Phips in London, and in § 16 used phrases and 
sentences from it when describing the witchcraft episode in 
New England. 

The question which Robert Calef, father or son, was the 
author of More Wonders of the Invisible World, will receive full 
discussion in the volume of Narratives of Witchcraft in the 
series "Original Narratives of Early American History," 
preparing by Mr. George L. Burr, of Cornell University. 

The two signatures are taken from documents recently 
found in the Chamberlain Collection in the Boston Public 
Library, as is the document in the case of John Stevens, 4 clearly 

1 More Wonders of the Invisible World, 16. 

2 Diary,i. 172. 

8 See Wendell, Cotton Mather, 105. 4 Page 268, infra. 
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in the same writing as the notes on Mather's paper. It is the 
only example of the elder Calef's writing, signed, which has 
come to my notice sufficient to confirm beyond question my 
conjecture on the identity of the writer of the notes. 1 




In the volume of Mather mss. in which this letter to Calef 
was found, is Mather's "Another Brand pluck'd out of the 
Burning," which Calef printed in his book. It has the prefatory 
note and shows that it was written to J. P. — probably John 
Phillips, his father-in-law. 

§ 1. The Storms of Trouble from the Invisible World which lately 
annoy'd the Countrey, being so far over, that those persons whose 
public Station hath obliged them unto public Action, in opposition 
thereunto, have some Leisure to examine their own Conduct under 
such unusual Storms, I have in this Leisure brought myself under 
the severest Examination. And as the Result thereof, there are 
some Things which I must now lay before you, relating both to my 
Beleef, and my Practice, in those Thorny Difficulties, which have 
Distracted us, in the Day of our Temptation. 

In this Undertaking, I have Resolved, that I will not consult the 
many Books of other men, from whence 't were easy for mee to 
adorn my Discourses with a great variety of entertainment, but I 
shall give you my plain and free Thoughts, as they Naturally shape 
themselves, while a swift pen is here preserving of them. 

§ 2. As it was at first, so after as much Observation as I have made 
it still is, my Beleef That there are Witches. If you would know what 
I mean by A Witch, you shall have it, in this Brief Description; 2 
A Witch is a Wicked Child of Man, who upon covenanting with and 
Commissioning of evil spirits, is attended by their Ministry, to 
accomplish the Things desired from them. The Terms of this descrip- 
tion are so plain, that they need no explication. To Demand That 
there bee also proved, a corporeal or visible existence unto all the 

1 The reproductions are made by courtesy of the Public Library. 

2 I suppose none will thinke this as scripturall a definition as that by the 
hend of Mr. Gaul. — Calef. 
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Matters, which by common Report occurr in some Actions of 
Witchcraft, is altogether unreasonable. 1 One may prove the Exist- 
ence of a Divel, without any Demonstration, of an Odd Creature 
with a Horned Head and a cloven Foot, and I know not what other 
Imaginary circumstances. Even so, If it can bee proved, That 
there are men, who mentain a Confederacy with Evil Spirits, and 
who, as an Effect of that Confederacy, are Attended and Gratify'd, 
by those Daemons, in the accomplishment of Things, wickedly ex- 
pected from their Assistences, This will bee as much as will bee Re- 
quired by any Sensible Man. 

If any man will ask mee to Grant, That the Divels are in all the 
Efforts of their Power and Malice, Limited to the God of Heaven, 2 
I do most Readily grant it, and give Thanks to Heaven for it. If 
any one would have me further to grant 3 That the shapes of some, 
who are not Witches, may appear Tormenting of those who in the 
vulgar Opinion are Bewitched, I grant This also. If, they would 
have it further granted, That the Credulitie of mankind has been 
very much abused, with untrue Stories and Notions of Witches, I 
grant This likewise. If it should bee further granted, That many 
Things ascribed unto Witches may be but Aerial Businesses, or 
Transactions managed but upon the Scaene of a Vitiated Phantasy? 

I 'I grant This too. Yea, I '1 grant one Thing more, which is a Con- 
cession, that was never yett asked of mee, and which I never saw 
Intimated, as I remember, any where so pertinently, as in a most 
Gracious Letter of the Glorious Queen, that is now sitting on the 
British Throne, written on the Occasion of our New England [tom] s 

II grant not only That they who are usually look'd upon as in- 
chanted Persons, are generally, properly Really possessed Persons, 
and that their Minds ordinarily are so Impos'd upon, as to make 
very much against any 6 Credible Validitie in their Testimonies or 
their Informations; But also 7 That some of them, against whom 
the fairest and fullest Prcesumptions of Witchcraft have been In- 
troduced have been in like manner possessed, and under a Satanical 

1 Precarious. — Calef. 

2 Then none but he who is the God of heven can comisionate them. — Calef. 

3 If any Shape apered at Salem it was such as could be seen as well with the 
eyes shut as open, and so appears to them that will believe their sences, to be 
onely in the brain of the accusers. — Calef. 

4 Then it seems som in the world may have unjustly suffered and that by 
taking up with such evidens and notions. — Calef. 

5 See Mather, Life of Phips, 8i. 

6 If posest than they are so far from being valid testimonyes that 't is not so 
much as a presumtion and to inquire of them who are witches were to be guilty 
of the Sinn of Saul and Manasses. — Calef. 

7 This might be the case of Glover and perhaps of many more. — Calef. 
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Energy, have Ignorantly used the Speeches and Actions, which ac- 
cording to the common l Rules of Judging, have brought them under 
the * Praesumptions of criminal Familiarities. I know that by these 
Concessions, I have at once made a fearful Havock 2 of almost all 
the Voluminous Harangues that have been written against the 
Doctrine of Witches. And yett, after all these Concessions, I still 
find it necessary to Beleeve, That there are such Witches as I have 
described, and they are those Three Great Convincers, plain Scripture, 
undoubted History, and personal Experience, that have necessarily 
compelled mee to Beleeve. 

§3. It is but Reason, that I should Begin with Scripture, and lay 
before you the brief Heads of Evidence which I there find, that there 
are such Wretches as Witches, to bee found among the Fallen chil- 
dren of Men. Indeed I have sometimes been entertained with an 
extreme Instance of Unreasonableness, z refusing to acknowledge the 
proof of a Witch from Scripture, except wee'l show all the many 
Ceremonies of Witchcraft therein expressly exemplified; which is 
altogether as Irrational as if a man should Resolve to Question 4 
Whether there bee such a Thing as a Robber on the Road! Until you 
show him in Scripture all the particular Methods of Padding at 
large Delineated. And yett, I do affirm that there is hardly any 
Way of Sinning, more largely, more fully, and with more copious 
Variety, handled in Scripture then that of Witchcraft. Lett a man 
but seriously penetrate into the Original Signification of the many 
Names, whereby Witches are deciphered, and compare therewithal 
the Quality and multitude of the Things done by the Witches there 
mentioned, and hee will subscribe to my Affirmation. 

§ 4. There is one preliminary Position from the Scripture, to bee 
Asserted and maintained. That is, 

That the Divels have not wholly lost their Natural Powers by their 
Fall from God; but are when they have the Leave of God, still able to do 
Things of a mighty Influence upon the affayrs of mankind. 5 

This is a Thing so plain that it must bee from some singular 
Influence of Theirs if any man that Reads the Scripture shall Deny 
it. 6 

1 The figures inserted here may refer to the previous note. Ed. 

2 Such an one as Glanvill has made long since. — Calef. 

3 Against these opening sentences Calef wrote: But it seems very reasonable 
that seeing you put a covenanting witch into your dimnition to shew not only 
that their covenanting is a scrip turall dimnition, but also whether it must be 
implied or explicit. 

4 Precarious. — Calef. 

5 What those naturall powers are, to define them is beyond the conception of 
all mortalls, but from Scripture it is plain that ne na s power as a temter and as 
an accuser. — Calef. 6 Naturally. — Calef. 
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The Scripture does indeed say That Idolatrous Images made by 
the Carpenter and the Goldsmith can do neither good nor evil (Isa. 41.7, 
23): And That the Trees cutt out of the Forest for Idolatrous Worship, 
cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good (Jer. 10.3, 5). But 
it no where sais, That the Divels can do no Evil; for it sais, That the 
Divels do this Evil, they lead men to serve those Dumb Idols (1 Cor. 
12. 2). 

'T is true, The Divels can do no Evil, without a special permission 
from our Great God whose Kingdoms Ruleth over all; but from one end 
of the Scripture to the other wee here are entertained with Terrible 
Examples of the Evil, which the just Vengeance of Heaven has per- 
mitted the Divels, to do unto men that have hearkened unto the 
Suggestions of those Wicked ones. 

What Evil the Divels are capable of doing to the minds of men, I 
am sure you will hot consent that I should specify, as largely as I 
think the Scripture doth Intimate; for it would bee to transcribe 
almost all that part of the Bible, that relates the Violent Impieties 
of the world. 

What Wayes of conveying Evil to our Spirits, those Evil Spirits 
have, and with what fine Poisons, they darken, or distort the Opera- 
tions of our Internal Faculties, perhaps wee do not so particularly 
comprehend. But this wee are sure of, That when the Light of the 
glorious Gospel has not a free passage into the minds of men, ? t is 
because the Divels have Blinded their minds (2 Cor. 4. 4). 

Wee are sure That when Good Men and Great Men have rushed 
upon gross Errors in Deed, or Word, the Divels have provoked them 
thereunto (1 Chron. 21. 1; Math. 16.23). 

Wee are sure, That when ungodly Men have been very exorbitant 
in the Discoveries of their Ungodliness, the Divels have entred into 
their Hearts, yea, Filled their Hearts (John 13.27; Act. 5.3). 

What Evil cannot those Divels do unto men, that can Hurry men 
on unto the worst Evil in the World, when a just God shall for 
their Sins give them up; yea, that can lead men captive at their 
Will? (2 Tim. 2. 26). 

But you'l have my Discourse confined unto the Abilities of the 
Divels to do Evil unto men in their saecular and exteriour Intrests; 
and hereof I will bee a little more particular, in giving you some 
Scripturall Demonstrations. 

You are not so Absurd, as to Imagine any other but that in the 
Scripture, when wee read of the Divel, 't is usually A Name of Multi- 
tude; it means not one Individual Divel, so potent and scient as a 
Manichee would fancy, but it means a Kind, whereto a Multitude 
belongs. 
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Now attend unto the Scripture. Is not The Power of Death, 
assigned unto the l Divels there? (Heb. 2.14). 

Now what sense can you possibly putt upon that Scripture, if the 
Divels are not Able to bring Death upon men, when God shall per- 
mitt 2 them so to do? The Divels are there considered, as the Exe- 
cutioners? by whose Hands, Death is inflicted upon men, who have 
thus exposed themselves by Beleeving that Lye of these Divels, 
when they said, Yee shall not surely Dy. How can the Divels have 
The Power of Death, if they have no Power to kill a Man? Thanks 
bee to God, that the Death of our Lord Jesus Christ has Destroyed 
the Destroying Power of the Divels, as to those that are His own 
Children, those Inflicters of Death, cannot now Hurt those that are 
Born again, even in that very Death which they may Inflict: the 
Blood of our Lord being sprinkled on the Faithful, they do not by 
so far open as they did before unto the Power of those Destroyers. 
However, I suppose no man will Dream, that the Divels have lost 
their Natural Abilities, by the Death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The undoubted Histories of that one thing alone, Bodily Possession, 
in the succeeding Ages, were enough to confute such a Dream, if 
our Ascended Lord had not spoken a thousand Things, especially in 
the Book of Revelation, to confute it; particularly when Hee fore- 
tels the Imprisonment and Persecution of His own people to bee 
procured by the Divels: but you must peremptorily Trample upon 
the Scripture, if you don't grant mee, That the Divels at some Time 
or other have had Natural Abilities to smite miserable men with 
Death, when God should empower them so to do. And now make a 
pause: Think with yourself, What evil cannot they do, that are the 
Angels of Death? Had I not Resolved wholly to Forbear so much 
as looking into any Book of any other Author, from the Beginning 
to the Conclusion of this Dissertation, I could have here laid before 
you the ungainsayable Judgment of the most learned men in the 
world, about the Powers of these Angels of Death, asserted in this 
famous Text. 

But wee'l proceed. You'l own that the Egyptians once underwent 
much Evil, in all their secular and exteriour Intrests. But will you 
lett the Scripture tell you, who were the Destroyers which the Lord 
lett loose, in those Plagues upon them? You are Told, Hee cast 
upon them the Fierceness of his Anger, Wrath and Indignation, and 

1 Due. 32.39. se now that I, even I, am he, and there is no God with me. I 
kill and I make a live; I wond and I heale. 1 Sam. 2.6. The Lord killeth, and 
maketh a live, etc. The power or sting of death is sin. — Calef. 

2 Or rather impower them. — Calef. 

8 When it shall pleas God so to impower them. — Calef. 
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Troubles by sending 1 evil Angels among them (Psal. 78. 49). In spite 
of all the Harsh expositions which I have seen attempting another 
sense for these words, these evil Angels must and will bee Divels. 
But I pray what Fierceness of Anger could there bee in sending 
these Divels, if the Divels were Able to do Nothing where they 
came? 

Again, you will own that Job suffered more than a little Evil in all 
saecular and exteriour Interests whatsoever. Yea, but you abandon 
the conduct of positive Scripture, if you don't confess, That the 
Divels had power, when God a little withdrew 2 His peculiar protec- 
tion over that excellent man, to Ruine first all that hee had; and 
then, to smite him with sore Boyls, from the sole of his Foot unto his 
crown (Job. 1. 12 and 2. 7). You see, 'tis nothing but the Hedge 
of Gods watchful providence about us, that hinders the Divels from 
confounding our Estates, yea, from consuming our Bodies: And are 
such Divels Able to do Nothing where God shall say, You may. 

I beseech you, to consider the possessions which the Scripture men- 
tions, as abounding in the Dayes of our Saviour's Humiliation. 
The Divels which made such lamentable Impressions upon the poor 
Energumens, and broke and scorn'd the strongest Chains that were 
clap't upon them. What? Could they do Nothing? 3 Yea, I affirm 
that Hee either did never compare, or does not Beleave, the Evange- 
lists, who grants not, That Natural Diseases on the Bodies of men, 
are sometimes caused by Divels, 

I am confident the Gadarens were convinced that the Divels were 
able to Destroy their cattel, as well as to molest their persons, when- 
ever the Lord should allow them to do it. 

It would bee very strange 4 if those whom the Scripture does call 
the Power of the Air (Eph. 2. 2), and an Army that have a strong 
one (Jac. 11. 21) for the Prince over them, should have no Power 
there! But I do not propound unto myself a perfect Collection of 
all that the Scripture does contain about this matter. What I have 
already Recited would have been enough to have convinced mee, 
That the Divels are not such unactive or unable Things, as many 
who seem willing to have it beleeved that the Divels are indeed 

1 And why not called evill Angells as being evill to them in smiting their first 
born with death, seing Exod. 11. 4. and 12.12. for I will pas thro the land this 
night and will smite the first born in the land of Aegypt. 29. v. the lord smot 
all the first born, etc. — Calef. 

2 Or rather impower'd Satan to aflict him. Job is Justifyed in say[ing]: the 
lord hath taken away, and tis God that order'd all the circumstances of his afflic- 
tion. — Calef. 

3 Yes they can do all that God sends them for. — Calef. 

4 Not so strange as true till God enable them for till then they can notrais 
winds or tempests. — Calef. 
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-Nothings, do mentain. I say Here would have been enough to have 
convinced mee, altho' I should have never had such ocular Demon- 
strations, as have been given among ourselves, that the Natural 
Abilities of the Divels, or their Abilities in themselves, when un- 
restrained, by a superiour Power to operate upon the Natural World, 
and apply the Lawes of Matter and Motion, are, unto amazement, 
great. 

§ 5. Ocular Demonstrations! You'l say that I croud in some un- 
expected, and perhaps undesired Things into this Discourse, by 
going to make an offer of such Things. Wherefore, if your Patience 
will hold out but for one short Paragraph, I '1 forbear l the Thou- 
sands of experimental Proofs which have been seen by myself, as well 
as many scores of other People among ourselves, to make it evi- 
dent, that wee don't misunderstand the Scripture, when wee gather 
all this Power of the Divels from it. I'l forbear mentioning the 
prodigious Convulsions that I have seen racking the Bodies, and 
obstructions that I have seen tying the Senses, of wretched People, 2 
possessed by Spirits, which discovered themselves to bee no Natural 
Distempers, by their discovering of many things wholly secret unto 
the Distempered. I'l forbear mentioning the pinches that I have 
seen given to them, the Blisters that I have seen Rais'd on them, 
and the Pins that I have seen stuck upon these People, by Spirits 
at the very Instant when those mischiefs were done. 3 II forbear 
mentioning the marvellous Abstinence enforced, and by Spirits, 
upon these People, for Nine, yea, for Fifteen Dayes together, and 
their eating but one meal in about Three Weeks, except perhaps 
now and then a bitt of Raw and Sharp Fruit, which would but 
render them the more uneasy. The only thing that I shall instance 
is, The Power which the Divels have had unaccountably to Invisible 
lize 4 the Grossest Objects whatsover. It is most certain that a Per- 
son assaulted by a Spectre with an Iron tool, altogether Invisible 
unto every one else in the Room, did snatch the Iron Tool from the 
Spectre, upon which it was immediately Beheld and Handled by all 
the People there. It is most certain 5 That a Person abused by a 
Spectre in a Sheet, altogether Invisible unto every one else in the 

1 In declaring a belef it might have been expected that all hyperbollicall 
expressions would have bin omited. — Calef. 

2 Convulsions I supos you will grant are not allwayes by possesion, and their 
telling some things suppos'd to be secret is no full proof of it. — Calef. 

3 Pinches, blisters and pins, as they are all esely imposed on the credulus, so 
no dout they can and shall be done by devills when God not the witch shall 
impower them. — Calef. See Life of Phips, 69. 

4 As good proofs I have met with in the legends of the lady of Loretta, etc., 
and at most might be but a trick of the [torn]. — Calef. See Life of Phips, 69. 

5 An easy trick for any Salem hocus to perform. — Calef 

32 
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Room, did by snatching tear off a Corner of the Sheet worn by the 
Spectre, which was also Immediately then Beheld and Handled, by 
the People that were present. 1 These things have been attested by 
the Words, yea, by the Oaths, of such credible ey-Witnesses among 
us, that whatever may bee done by any Flashy People to burlesque 
them, and buffoon them, I must entertain them with more of Reason 
than so. 2 And this the rather, because the miserable Energumens 
whom I have myself often visited in their Distresses, have had 
Poisons, to us wholly Invisible, forced upon them; which when they 
have, after much Reluctancy swallowed,they have swoln immediately, 
so that the common Medicines for Poisons have been found Neces- 
sary to Releeve them. Yea, sometimes the Spectres in the Struggles 3 
have so drop't the Poisons, that wee have seen them, and smelt 
them, and beheld the Pillowes of the miserable stained with them. 
Here were ocular Demonstrations; and they will not loose the force 
of Demonstrations, for being Rediculed by some Wonderful Wits, 
who think that they have engrossed all the Learning in the World, 
and that every thing is to bee 4 flouted out of the World but what 
comes within the ken of their Philosophy. But now I say, That 
after such Demonstrations I must conclude, that I have not misin- 
terpreted the Scriptures, which do so mention The Power of the 
Enemy. Briefly, I have not yett altered my Opinion, That there 
is a Plastic Spirit 5 permeating of the World, which very powerfully 
operates upon the more corporeal parts of it: and that the Angels, 
both good and bad, are on the account of their Natures, the most 
Able of all creatures, to Apply that Spirit unto very many and 
mighty purposes. 

§ 6. The Cavil against all that has been hitherto affirmed, will 
bee, That both the Glory of God, and the Safety of Men, is made void, 
by the Concession of so much Power unto the Divels. And I did well 
to callit a Cavil, for there is not so much as a shadow of Reason in 
it. I say, That the glory of God, in the Safety of men, is rendred 

1 Thes are som of those signes and lying wonders that should go verry near to 
deceive even the elect. — Calef. See Life of Phips, 70. 

2 See Life of Phips, 71. 

3 What mean thes spectres which none can se but those that have not 
the use of their reasons and senses, if they are devills why not so called. — 
Calef. 

4 'T is easy for them that pride themselves in their learning to make such 
reflections. — Calef. 

5 A plastic spirit. What foreign word is that. — Calef. "To amuse the Ignor- 
ant, and to confound the Learned, he hooks in a cramp word, if not a nonentity, 
(viz.) Plastick Spirit of the World, for who is it either knows that there is a Plas- 
tcik Spirit, or what it is, or how this can any way serve his purpose." Calef 
to B[rattle?] } in More Wonders of the Invisible World, 32. 
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most of all Illustrious by our Beleeving what the l Scripture saies 
about the Powers of our Invisible Adversaries. It is one of the most 
convincing Arguments to prove, as well the Being of a God, as His 
Greatness, and his Goodness, and oblige our Thankfulness unto Him, 
That altho' there bee so many millions of Divels which are both 
Able and Willing to inflict all sorts of Plagues upon the sinful 
children of men,yett these Divels are chained up; there is a superiour 
Power which controuls the Divels, and will not lett them Do what 
they both Would and Could, if they were not thus controled: This 
is that which very signally bespeaks our Acknowledgments of a 
GOD, whose Throne is in the Heavens, and whose Kingdome Ruleth 
over all. I humbly conceive that God has allowed the Divels ever 
now and then to show their Powers in tremendous Instances, partly 
for this very cause. To bespeak and quicken our praises of Him, 
as our preserver. And these Men do sacrilegiously Rob the Blessed 
God of His just Praises, who go to perswade us, That wee are not 
Beholden unto the constant, and Active Providence of God, Re- 
straining the Powers of the Divels, for our preservation from as 
many Damages as the Destroying Angels have ever yett brought 
upon any part of the World. 2 I would a little Illustrate this matter, 
with a Comparison. 'T is no Derogation from the Glory of God for 
us to say, That the man who has no value for his own Life, may 
ordinarily bee a master of another, and almost of any other man's; 
and accordingly, wee have known Examples of Gods permitting a 
man in such a Fury to committ horrible Murders, in the Neighbour- 
hood; yea, 't is a very frequent Thing in some Countreyes, for some 
Wretches there to Run a Muck, as they call it, and make Wretched 
Slaughters of such as they meet. There is this Power in a Desperate 
man to Ruine other men. But now, say I, Here does the Glory of 
our God appear with a mighty lustre: first, that Hee Restrains men 
generally from a Disposition to self-killing, tho' such a Disposition 
have been sometimes in some Towns after a sort Epidemical; and sec- 
ondly, what is yett more amazing, that such as have a Disposition to 3 

1 So much must be believed; but 't is an old trick to tell a ly for God's sake, 
first to asert the exorbitant if not omnipotent power of the Devill and then to 
say this makes most for the glory of God, tho God so fully takes to himself the 
atributes of power. 62 Ps. 11. 

2 And it were a most sacriligious thing to rob God of this honour who hath 
said mine honour I will not give to another, for when we are aflicted to say 't is 
the hand of God either for tryall or punishment, etc. this is our duty, and in 
so saying we are safe, but if we say 't is the devill not having a surer ground 
than they can hitherto pretend to, what is it but a sacriligious robing of God 
who is not tyd to means or instruments. — Calef. 

3 And what is all this: Man's naturall powers are known, but the devill has such 
naturall powers as God has given him, which we know not, and therefore cannot 
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self-killing Hee generally Restrains from a Disposition to kill any 
besides Themselves. Now Transfer This into the Case before us. 
As men are kept in Safety, from the power of madmen, by Gods 
Restraining of their Dispositions, they are kept in safety from the 
Power of Divels, by His Restraining of, not their Dispositions, but 
their Operations, And our Safety from this Power, administers no 
little Occasion of Glory to God in the Highest. For a man to Deny 
the true Powers of the Divels, is for him to Defraud the Almighty 
God of his Glory, which Hee so notably Display es, in keeping us 
from the hurtful Impressions thereof; and the Divels are doubtless 
much Gratified, when they see us taking Pains that God may not be 
glorified, for our Daily Deliverances from them. 

§ 7. Having by this Position thus cleared my Way, I now come 
to prove by Scripture, That there have been Wicked Children of 
Men, who by l Covenanting with and Commissioning of the Divels, 
have contributed unto their Actual Exerting of their Natural 
Powers, to accomplish the Things which have been desired of them. 
And yett, I foresee, that I shall not peaceably go on to my Remain- 
ing Task, until I have answered you one Question; which is, 

If 2 the malicious Divels have such Powers, and yett cannot without 

safely ascribe this atribute of power to him, but to ascribe all power to him who 
is Almighty can be no derogation to his divine atributes, but must rationaly 
draw forth our prais as to that God in whom we live and moue and have our being, 
who is all in all, God blesed for ever. 

And now, Rev'd Sir, meeting with some inlargement in this 11 Page have a 
little leisure to look back and in your description I find you make the covenant 
esentiall to compleat a witch and commisioning devills to be their priviledge, or 
the effect of that covenant, and instead of the proofe of either I am entertained 
for 7 or 8 pages with a magnifying the devills naturall powers in externalls. Tho' 
it seems foreign from the text, and may look strange that a minister of the gospell 
of Jesus Christ should espous such an interest as might lay him under any nesces- 
sity of extolling the power not of his m[aster] But of his most mortall tho con- 
quered enemy. And whereas tis said God is herby the more gloryfy'd in our 
preservation, I answer we find not that the Apostles did ever hit upon this medium 
to extoll our Saviours miracles in casting out Devills, By magnifying the power 
in externalls of him that was cast out. Instead of this, Sir, I did hope that ac- 
cording to your promis I shold have had your sentiments communicated whether 
that head quoted by you out of Mr. Gaul ought to be owned as a truth, viz. that 
witchcr[aft] consist in having and oposing the word work and w[orshi]p of God, 
and seeking by a sign to seduce. As also whether it be safe to believe that the 
devills bounds are set which he cannot pas. That the devills are so full of malice 
that it can't be added to by mankind. That where he hath power he neither can 
or will omit executing it. That tis onely the Almighty that sets bounds to his 
rage and that onely can commissionate him and seing there are posessions how 
to distinguish them from the efects of witchcraft seing both are performd by the 
Devill, with other things sent to you for their solution. — Calef. 

1 Ay, thes are the two that need it. — Calef. 

2 This Q[uestion] I freely acknoledge to be fairly stated and when as well 
answered will much contribute to a right understanding thes things. — Calef. 
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the Permission of God exert these Powers, how can any Confaederating 
Witch contribute thereunto? 

Now my Answer is: 

First, 1 The Divels do ordinarily exert their Powers, unprovoked, 
unassisted, by any Formal Witchcraft thereunto: Yea, It seems pos- 
sible that the Divels having a sufficient and antecedent Permission 
to do mischiefs may yet Hook in cursed Witches to 2 consent with 
them, for the doing of those mischiefs only to Increase the 3 Guilti- 
ness and the Damnation, of those ungodly Creatures. 

Next, 4 If Witchcraft bee, as many suppose it is, The Skill of Ap- 
plying the 5 plastic Spirit of the World unto unlawful Purposes, by 
means of a Confaederacy with Divels, then the Consent of the Witches 
do's as Naturally contribute unto the Effects wrought by the Divels, 
as the 6 Scratching of the Longing Mother, do's unto the Marks 
therewith made on the Infant in the Womb. 

Thirdly. Is it not a thing settled by the Ordination and Con- 
stitution of God, that Where the Divels can obtain the 7 Consent of 
Men, in such or such Wayes expressed, for their Hurting of other Men, 
the Hurt shall for the most part bee as effectually accomplished as 
an House is Blown up, with a Match putt unto Train a great Way 
off? Ever since that Man was in the Order of things established by 
God, made his Brother's keeper, there seems a Train so laid, that 
one man may convey Mischiefs to another from the Agencie of the 
Invisible World, by certain Acts of Consent in Wickedness, as on the 
other side, our Prayers and Wishes in certain Acts of Devotion for 
the Prosperitie of each other do very powerfully contribute unto 
that Prosperitie. The Great God who does not lett the Divels 
descend unto some certain Destructive Purposes, uncalled for, seems 
to have made a Grant unto those Destroying Spirits, that when they 
are with such and such wicked Caeremonies called for, they shall- 
make a mischievous Descent; and thus 8 one man may expose an- 

1 As I suppose he dos in the case of possessions. — Calef. 

2 Then they have no power to commisionate. — Calef. 

3 Then it seems the devill cheats them or else they that say she can com- 
misionate — Calef. 

4 Truly here I thinke the quakers answer suffitient. — Calef. See p. 258, infra. 
8 Plastick Spirit, whats that. Sure som inkhorn term. — Calef. 

6 I suppose you will not asert this to be constantly thus. A tryall you may 
easily make when, etc. — Calef. 

7 Here you deny what you conceded P. 2. for now you make the consent of 
the witch esentiall to impower them, and the want of [it] to be their limit. 

Now it seems that the efects of witchcrafts are aserted to be An Ordinance 
of heaven, and that the witch by vertu of compact, etc., can commisionate devills, 
and do it as efectually as if she lodged poyson in her neighbours bowells, so hardy 
and daring are som men tho without one word of scripture proof for it. — Calef. 

8 Contradiction to yourself. P. 2. — Calef. 
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other unto Mischief as much as if hee had lodg'd a Poison in his 
Bowels, or sett on mastiff-Dogs upon him. It must bee as Notable 
a Providence of God that in this Case must preserve a person from 
Harm, as were necessary to preserve a man from Death, when hee 
has Rattle-Snakes coyling about him. 

Now, to vindicate the Justice of Heaven in this Concession, there 
are Two Considerations that must accompany it. 

First. Wee are all of us worthy to be made the Prey of Divels, 
and our Sins in Hearkening to the Divels have been such, that if as 
often as a malicious Neighbour shall caeremoniously Invoke those 
Fiends to prey upon us, the Almighty God should not withold the 
Roaring Lions from Devouring of us, there would bee no Unrighteous- 
ness in His Dispensations. 

But, secondly. The Good God, who witheld an Abimelek, and 
a Laban, and an Esau, from annoying of His faithful Servants, Hee 
does also keep such a l Check upon the minds of those who would 
otherwise make more use of the Divels than they do, that where 
Hee will have no Injury to bee done, Hee often does withold our 
Neighbours from going unto the Divels to bee Injurious unto us; 
even as Hee Restrains Impious men from secret Murders and Rob- 
beries, and House-burnings, and a thousand Villanies, wherewith 
Men were both Able and Willing to make an Hell upon Earth, if a 
wonderful Restraint from God were not upon them. 

§ 8. But are you now at Length, praepared for the Direct Advice 
of the sacred Scripture in this matter? Unto the Scripture you have 
Appealed, and unto the Scripture you shall go! 

First then; Is not the Scripture plain for this, that there are Per- 
sons that have their Familiar Spirits? who are therefore called 
Wizzards. Isa. 29. 4. Lev. 20. 6. 

• Yea, Tis particularly recorded of Menasseh, Hee used Enchant- 
ments, and dealt with Familiar Spirits. 2 King. 21.6. 

What were these 2 Familiar Spirits? When you have turned 
every Stone, and considered Lexikons and Arguments, and every 
thing that may help you to understand the meaning of those Words, 
you'l bee constrained after all, to confess, that no other than Daemons 
are hereby to be understood. Yea, I have been justly amazed, at 
the Gross Ignorance of all Antiquitie, and Unacquaintedness with 
the Reported and Undoubted Rites of the old Paganism, discovered 
by those men, who have sett their little Wits awork, to make other 
Tools of these Familiar Spirits, if they could! But I think I prom- 

1 Now it seems our author will asert that the witch can commisionate, etc., 
but that God restrains the witch from doing it. — Calef. 

2 They were such as acted the aflicted at Salem for ought I can se, who could, 
as we are told, tell things done at a distance, etc. — Calef. 
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ised you, I would not afflict you with many Quotations, but what are 
Scriptural. 

I say then, Here is a Scriptural Assertion that the Children of men 
may 1 criminally have Daemons attending of them; and crim- 
inally men tain a Confaederacy with them; and this, not in the 
general way of Sinning, as all Sinners are acted by Satan, but 
in a particular and peculiar Way of wickedness. And what is this 
but Witchcraft? If a man criminally Have Daemons, hee must 
employ them for some use or other, and the Employing of Daemons 
by Dealing, or 2 Treating with them, for 3 any use, is Witchcraft all 
over. 

If this bee not yett plain enough, Turn to that Scripture where the 
Abominations of Witchcraft are together enumerated: 4 An User of 
Divination, an Observer of Times, an Inchanter, a Witch, a charmer, a 
Consulter with Familiar Spirits, a Wizzard, and a Necromancer. Deut. 
18. 10, 11. Can you not, in all this Black Roll find one such Wretch 
as a person that employs divels to unlawful Purposes? You are 
worse than stark Blind, if you cannot. What? Are all these Terms 
but so many Descriptions of a silly Jugler at play with his Hocus 
Pocus, using a few frolicksome Tricks of Legerdemain, as the Witch- 
advocates will tell you? I abhor to see the Scripture so ridiculously 
trifled with as 't is by the Leger-demain of those Non-sensical 
Commentators. 

Besides what think you of that Law in the Scripture? Thou shalt 
not suffer a Witch to Live: Exod. 22. 18. which Law you find after- 
wards more than once executed in Israel? If you would not bee 
soon tired with Greek and Hebrew, I would here actually perform 
what I now only profer; That is This: To prove out of the oldest 
Jewish Rabbins that the Hebrew 6 Word here used in the Original, 
and out of the oldest Poets, Orators, Historians, that the Greek 
Word here used by the Septuagint, signifies one who does preternat- 

1 The posest person that arives at a complacence in telling to others their 
oracles and all such as inquir of them either have or deales with a familiar and 
is certainly criminall. — Calef. 

2 Tell them this that acted it at Salem. — Calef. 

8 What may we not ask them whose spectres they se, and what coffins are 
come up, etc., and who 't is aflicts others without so great a blot. — Calef. 

4 The latine translation by Junius and Tremelius as I understand from the 
learned renders it "A user of divinations, a planetarian, or a conjecturer, or a 
juggler; also a user of charms, or one that seeketh an oracle, or a south sayer, or 
one that asketh counsel of the Dead. — Calef. 

6 I thinke such as Mr. Gaul describes in that cited head to be under that pen- 
alty. — Calef. 

6 I have an author that intreats you to shew him in all the scrip[ture] such a 
word as striges or lamiae, or any word of that signification importing such doc- 
trines as have a long time defil'd the nations. — Calef. 
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urall mischiefs by the Aid of Divels. As for the pretence that the 
Word signifies, A Juggler, lett the Patrons of that absurd Exposi- 
tion then advance a Law for the Hanging of Jugglers: but lett them 
defend it, if they can, from as hard Imputations as they themselves 
use to cast upon some other Hanging-Lawes, in the world. 

§ 9. But I wonder, what sensible Defence or Excuse, the fond men 
you wot of, can make for their 1 Friend, The Witch of Endor. Of her, 
't is also said, Shee had a Familiar Spirit. 1 Sam. 28. 7. Shee was, 
as you read it, Baqualath-Obh, 2 or, The Mistress of a Spirit. So then 
there was a Contract between Her, and that Spirit, and that Spirit 
must bee in some sort subject unto her Command. Accordingly, 
you '1 Deny all things, if you Deny 3 that a Spirit belonging unto 
the Invisible World appeared upon her Evocations. To Retreat now 
unto such abominable Shifts as are used by the Non-plust Witch- 
advocates, that they may evade the Force of the Notable Scripture, 
is inconsistent with either Pietie or Modestie. I have elsewhere 
had occasion to say "That the instance of the Witch of Endor, is so 
plain and full, that Witchcraft itself is not a more amazing thing 
than any Dispute now about the Being of it. The Advocates of 
Witches must use more Tricks, to make Non-sense of the Bible, 
than ever the Witch of Endor used in her magical Incantations, if 
they would evade the Force of that famous History. 

§ 10. Or, what shall wee say of Balaam? Num. 22. 5, 6. It is 
evident from Scripture, that hee was a Wizzard, who could by his 
magical Invocations ordinarily sett mischievous Divels upon his 
Enemies 4 to confound them with many sorts of Disasters. And 

1 What need of thes unjust reflections. — Calef. 

2 " The word OB signifies a Bottel, a Runel, a Cask, or very deep Vessel. The 
Latin word obba, which is the same with the Chaldean ob is a Tuscan obsolete 
word, signifying a vessel, wherewith of old they did use to perform their 
Libations upon the Sepulchres of the Deceased. And why should not the 
Jewish ob signify also a vessel of Necromancy used for the Evocation of the 
Dead ? " Mather's MS. " Biblia Americana," sub texto.- 

3 If you can find in the scripture that Saul saw any thing, you will find 
more than ever I could. And when you have reconcild Glanvill one of your 
Authors, and others with them that I have lately seen, to the generallity of 
divines and ajusted whether it was the soul of Good Sam[ue]ll or a devill 
that the witch produst, it will then be time enough to mak a farther reply. — 
Calef. 

4 'T is a wonder the warring princes cannot lite of any such artists. 18. v. and 
balam answered and said to the servants of balak, if balack, etc. I cannot go 
beyond the word of the Lord my God to do les or more, and his sacrifices were to 
the tru God, whose mouth he also was in the giving divine oracles. But for his 
loving the wayes of unrighteousness and teaching balack to put a stumbling block 
before the children of israell, together with other wickedness, he is Justly stild 
a sorcerer. — Calef. 
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if his Notable and Successful Facultie, at so doing, had not been 
well-known, a mighty Prince in the Neighbourhood, had never 
sent for him' to do it. For this Cause, when Balaam's Ass first spoke 
Articulately to him, wee have no Intimation at all, of his being 
Affrighted at it. Hee had been so Familiar with Evil Angels, that 
hee thought it was one of Them who now addressed him. 1 To con- 
firm us in this Opinion of Balaams being such a kind of Conjurer, 
wee have seen and known (I say, seen and known) such Wizzards, 
among the Heathen in our own Land. Some Instances are lately 
published by a laudable and laborious Preacher to the Indians, 
which Instances are so circumstanced, that the Histories must bee 
credited by all men, but those who would have no body Believed 
but themselves. 2 

§ 11. But VI stop at seven as a sufficient Number, and say nothing 
about the Magicians of Egypt, or the Efficacy of Charms mentioned 
in the Book of Job, and of the Psalms; nor meddle with Simon 
Magus and Elymas the sorcerer in the New Testament. I have 
without these given you seven Scriptures, to prove, that Men may 
come to a Criminal and Accursed Confaederacy with Evil Spirits. 
The Summ of the whole Proof lies thus: 

If Evil Spirits are Able with the Permission of Heaven, to inflict 
various Calamities upon mankind, and if, by the Permission of 
Heaven, wicked men may arrive unto such a Familiaritie with these 
Evil Spirits as to Have them, and Use them, and by them to Hurt 
other men, then there is A Witch, even such a Witch as fully Answers 
the 3 Description that has been given thereof. 

But 4 the Scriptures do so plainly Assert every Article of these 
Positions, that one may as easily elude every part of all those Blessed 
Oracles, as that part wherein those things are Asserted. 

I therefore must Conclude, That hee who shall say, That there 
are 5 no Children of men criminally attended with the Ministry of 
Confaederate Evil Spirits, is an Anti-Scripturist: Hee is at least one 
that goes to pervert the evident Sense of the Scriptures with Ridicu- 
lous, little short of Blasphemous, Flants, and this to shelter the most 
Execrable Enemies of God and Man in the world. 

There can bee 6 no Answer given to this Argument, except it bee 

1 An excellent proof. — Calef. 

2 Matthew Mayhew's A Brief Narration of the Success which the Gospel hath 
had among the Indians, 1694, 11-15, 41. Ed. 

* Neither of your termes in your description are yet proved. — Calef. 
4 Much that you can't hit on, that which is so plain. — Calef. 
8 Salem accusers and the maid in the acts might convince them (yet without 
a covenant). — Calef. 

6 The scriptures are the best judge of that. — Calef. 

33 
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such an one as I lately Received from a Quaker, when I had by 
Scripture and Reason driven him to confusion. Dost thou think 
(said hee) that IF's will prove any thing? 

§ 12. What will it now signify to Object, That all the Scriptures 
thus produced, say nothing of a Covenant written and signed with 
the Witches Blood, and some other Formalities in Witchcraft often 
spoken of? Those Formalities are neither essential to an Infernal 
Confaederacy, nor have the Lawes of Nations which have made such 
Confaederacy Capital, ever mentioned them. 

Even among ourselves, you know, that the Forms of Covenant 
and Conveyances have been infinitely Various, and one Form, when 
by Common Custom agreed upon, hath been as valid as another; a 
Straw has been heretofore as valid as a Seal; a Pledge has been as 
valid as a Bond; yea, a Staff putt into the Hand, is at this Hour as 
valid as an Instrument fairly drawn in Velum, with a signed, sealed, 
and Delivered. A Confaederacy with Daemons may be effected, man- 
aged, and mentained, by many other Magical Caeremonies, besides 
those that usually go to a compleat Bargain among Men. Yea, I be- 
lieve,there may bee Dangerous, Damnable Witches, who never in their 
Lives had a Visible Apparition of a Divel made unto them. And 
for ought I know, the frequent and constant Practice of certain 
Magical Caeremonies may have Invested many Persons with all the 
Diabolical Ministry of Witches, who have not been well aware of 
what they l have been adoing. For which Cause, I conceive, there 
may bee Real Witches, who may bee more easily punished and Re- 
strained than by a present Extermination. 

But, as I have already intimated, methinks our Objectors are out 
of measure unreasonable to require from the Scriptures 2 a Dis- 
tinct Enumeration of all the Magical Ceremonies, whereby Witchcraft 
is Accomplished. As in the case of Murder. It is enough that the 
Commandment of God hath said, Thou shalt not murder; there was 
no need of saying, Thou shalt not go take a Sort of a Tool, which 
they will call a Pistol; a tool consisting of an Hollow, Slender, 
Iron Barrel, fastned unto a Woodden-stock, having a certain Steel and 
a Flint, so placed with a Spring at the lower end of it, that by pul- 
ling another Bitt of Iron placed not far off, to that purpose, it shall 
strike Fire; and thou shalt not go take a black Dust made of petre, 
Sulphur, and Charcoal, and putt of it a fitt Quantitie, with round 

1 It seems as if this confaederacy might be transacted mentally without the 
concurrance of that explicit, etc. for 't is not suppos'd that Elimas or Simon 
did know themselves to be witch. — Calef. 

2 Yet if you cannot by scripture prove that a witch is one that is so in cove- 
nant with the devill as you have descrnVd, then you will find your pistoll of small 
service to you, after so much labour in making. — Calef. 
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bitts of Lead into the Muzzle of that Pistol, and then by striking 
Fire, upon a little more of that Powder laid in the Priming-Pan, 
make the whole fly out with Noise and Flame, and carry the Bullets 
into the Heart of a Neighbour. What, must there bee all this Im- 
pertinent and Ridiculous Particularitie? And must all the other 
wayes of killing too bee particularly specified? before you '1 beleeve 
that there is the Crime of Murder forbidden in the Bible? Thus, in 
the case of Witchcraft as excessively Impertinent and Ridiculous is 
that man who will not beleeve that there is any Venefic Witchcraft, 1 
until, besides the general Commandment, Thou shalt neither practise 
Witchcraft nor maintain it, hee must also see all the Circumstances 
ever used in the Crime, distinctly Recited and Exposed. If there 
were no other Cause for the leaving of those Curiosities unmentioned, 
but only the Hazard of betraying the corrupt Nature of men, in the 
commission thereof by such a Mention, this had been an abundant 
cause, for that Silence. But after all, I say, the Scripture has been 
more particular in Describing the many Kinds of Witchcraft and 
Acts whereby 't is performed, than it has been in the Description 
of most Sins that are there prohibited. Lett the several seven or 
eight various names for a Witch, given in a Text, which I have newly 
brought you out of Deuteronomy, bee exactly considered, and, I 
suppose, you'l see therein specified the most of the Wayes, whereby 
Witches do gain and keep their Confaederacy with their Familiar 
Spirits. 

§ 13. If you object, That the New Testament saies nothing of 
any such Witchcrafts, and that particularly when the Divels made 
so many Descents in the Dayes of our Saviour, there 2 were no 
Witchcrafts to procure them: I will wave many Answers that might 
bee given you, and only say, 

First. You are mistaken, if you think proper Witchcrafts, not 
particularly Branded in the New Testament. Indeed, after what 
had been said of these Witchcrafts in the Old Testament, there was 
little Need of saying any thing about them in the New; for the Old 
Testament I hope was not become Apocrypha. But yett in the New 
Testament you find Witchcraft enumerated among those Works 3 
that shutt men out from the Kingdom of God. Gal. 5. 20. Never tell 
me, that the word means Poisoning; for that would bee to make a 

1 In the paper prepared by the Dutch and French ministers of New York 
for the Chief Judge of that colony they used the words. Life of Phips, 79. 

2 Or rather we read of none. — Calef. 

8 This is a known truth as being a work of the flesh in the Apostles esteem, 
which if it were according to your diffinition a power (obtained by a covenant) to 
send devills to aflict, then it could not be recond among the manifest works of 
the flesh. -— Calef. 
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Tautology in the Text, where Murders are also particularly Named. 
Nor dream that Seducing is meant by the Word; for that will bee 
to make a like Tautologie in the Text, when Haeresies are also Named 
as particularly. I cannot endure to see the Scripture profaned with 
such Banter! But 1 are not Sorcerers likewise in the New Testament , 
expressly prescribed from the New Jerusalem? Rev. 21. 8. I affirm 
that the Name for A Witch, and a Sorcerer in the New Testament, 
may bee proved from all Antiquitie to refer unto the very same 
Diabolical Confaederacies, which were forbidden in the Old. As for 
all the other pretended significations you may as well, yea, Better 
pretend, that it signifies An Apothecary. But what would that be to 
Talk like, think you? 

Secondly, That Witchcrafts did not help to bring in the Divels that 
were so rampant about the Time of our Lords Appearance, 2 is very 
Arbitrarily spoken. The Gospels were concerned only to relate the 
Cure, and nott the Cause, of the Possessions then abounding. Besides, 
'T is most notorious that man) People in those Dayes did Notable 
Things, by vertue of Confederacies with Divels; Math. 9. 34 and 
Math. 12. 24. the Pharisees objected This, to the Discredit of the 
Wonderful Works that were done upon the possessed by our Blessed 
Saviour; and our Blessed Saviour Himself does not go to vindicate 
Himself, by Denying that 3 many Did so (that is, hee Deny'd not that 
Satan, to deceive the people, might seem to be cast out, by the Jewish 
Exorcisers, whom our Lord Himself mentions, and who were in 
truth often Confaederates with Satan)', but by offering some un- 
deniable Arguments that Himself did not. And here, had not I tied 
my own Hands from searching and citing the Labours, of other 
Men, what an Entertainment might I have given you! I'l only say, 
That I remember a very 5 learned Physician, (and so one as Incredu- 
lous in points of Witchcraft as most Reasonable Men, whatsoever) 
't is the excellent Bartholinus: Hee tells us the Reason of the frequent 
Possessions in the Dayes of our Saviour was (if I don't forgett his 
words) Quod Judaei praeter modum Artibus Magicis dediti Daemo- 
nem advocaverint; because the Jewes, by the Magical Arts com- 
monly practised among them, did call the Divels into rage at that 

1 What are they that are guilty according to that 4th head of Mr. Gall, what 
are they guilty of but of witchcraft and sorcery. — Calef. 

2 To say they did is more arbitrary. — Calef. 

8 What is it that some that are in high esteem may not be left to do, when a 
minister of the gospell shall in the heat of argum[en]t take part with the pharises 
agaynst the plain scope of our Saviours whole answer to them. — Calef. 
Thes I suppose are the words of man not of God. — Calef 

5 Sure not Dr. Kerby of New York. — Calef Probably Dr. John Kerbyl, 
whose curious will is printed in N. Y. Hist. Soc. Collections, 1892, 400. 
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prodigious rate. I should surprize you very much if I should pro- 
ceed hereupon to Demonstrate unto you out of the Talmuds what 
horrible sorceries were epidemically known and used among the 
Jews, in those Dayes. 1 But I remember very well: they tell us of 
no less than Four and Twenty Scholars in one School, kilPd by Witch- 
craft; and of no less than Fourscore Women, executed for convicted 
Witchcraft in one Day. 

§ 14. 2 The hardest knott that I have yett seen, to bee untyed, in 
this whole matter is, How to Distinguish a true MIRACLE from 
the Praeter natural Things which often occur in this proved Witch- 
craft. When the most uncontestable Proof that can bee is offered, 
That those things are done among Men which cannot bee done but 
by the Help of Divels in Confaederacy with them, there are many 
who will with a brazen Confidence deny the plain matter of Fact, 
and produce this as a sufficient Ground for their Confidence, That 
if they own those things, they must own Miracles: and where are wee 
then? Where? Even just where wee were Afore, say I! 3 I find 
it granted in the Scripture, That a man in Confaederacy with Divels 
may come to us with Signs and 4 Wonders; Deut. 13. 12. and yett 
wee have enough to make us remain satisfied, That the Lord our God 
is only proving us, whether wee will cleave to Him, in His wayes, not- 
withstanding the Temptations of things that shall make a Show of 
Miracles to seduce us. Wherefore, I affirm That a Work above the 
Power of Natural Causes is no Definition of a Miracle: Or, at least, 
I am sure 't is an Insignificant one. For that man who pretends to 
know the Just Power of Natural Causes must bee himself a Miracle, 
either of Understanding or of Immodistie. A Miracle to a Mechanic 
is not so to a Philosopher; and a Miracle in the last Age is not so in 
This. 

As I do not Reckon many Extraordinary Things, which perhaps 

1 I find nothing like this in Josephus or any thing I have met with, yet 't is 
like enuf they might be so corrupt by the object of the pharisees last men- 
tioned. — Calef. 

" The Gloss adds upon it, That the Women of Israel had generally fallen to 
the practice of Witchcrafts; and therefore it was required, that there should be 
still chosen into the Council one skilful in the Arts of Sorcerers, and able 
thereby to discover who might be guilty of those Black Arts, among such as 
were accused before them." Life of Phips, 6y. 

2 Nay, you have past a much harder in Pag. 12 [252]. — Calef, Under this 
note is written in an unidentified hand. " Vitulo Judice." 

3 Then it seems you not only own that miracles are not ceased but that the 
devill is able to perform them: and yet must not be calPd miracles. And what 
is this but a most dangerous door set open for turks and Jews to Blaspheme our 
saviour who herby did mightily shew himself to be Godman or Imanuel. — Calef. ' 

4 Lying. — Calef, 
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mankind will every where Agree to call Miracles, the * only Proofs of 
our Holy Religion, so I do Reckon it is from certain peculiar Cir- 
cumstances of Holiness attending the Doers and the Designs of them, 
that they are Proofs at all. If you'l take my Definition of a MIRA- 
CLE tis this: ' It is a Work above the known Power of second Causes, 
in that Order of things, wherein God has fixed the World; effected 
by God, usually as a Seal to some Holy and Useful Truth, whereof 
\ is Declared, that it proceeds from Him alone/ 

I will not expatiate upon every Clause in this Description of a 
Miracle. I only say when any Person asserting of any Doctrine, 
does perform a Work beyond the known Course and Force of Second 
Causes; and God hath clog'd the Work with no Circumstances, 
which may unto an ordinary Caution, discover a Diabolical Original; 
here is a Miracle, confirming the Truth of what has been asserted. 
But this I say further, That God has implanted in our 2 Consciences, 
those common Principles or Measures, to judge of what is Holy and 
Just and Good, whereby the Circumstances of such a Work as is 
counted a Miracle, are to be Judged of. Thus, the Miracles of our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, were so circumstanced, That wee may 
bee sure our God would never have so Abandoned the World as 
to have permitted such Miracles to bee done, by any Impostor 
whatsoever; and hence ('tis I remember the Observation of a 
learned man, tho whether it will hold or no, let the learned Reader 
Judge,) wee see False Christs have, in every Age, been presently 
Detected, by our Gods Denying unto them even such Abilities as 
Hee has Allow'd unto many other wicked men, that made no such 
pretences. Indeed, strange Things have been done by such famous 
Magicians as Apollonius Tyanaeus, the Records of Antiquitie about 
their strange Feats are most undoubted; 3 and they were as very 
strange as the most extravagant things that were ever yett putt into 
the most Incredible Relations of Witchcraft. But as they were not 
wrought by Persons pretending thereby to Seal Doctrines brought 
from God, so neither were there the Stamps of an Uncaeremonious, 
a Self-Denying, an Heavenly, Holiness upon them, which the Natural 
Conscience of man will expect, in a Miracle, whereby his Faith shall 
bee obliged. Briefly, if my memory fail mee not, I have mett with 
a saying of Theophylact, unto this Purpose, .4 s the Truth is to bee 
proved by Miracles, Miracles are also to be proved by the Truth: for, 
sais hee, multi miracula ediderunt per Daemones. Our God will 

1 But our saviour accounts them a principle one. — Calef. 

2 It seems the light within is here our guide and not the scriptures. — Calef. 

3 What undoubted and yet more extravagant than our storyes of Incubus 
and Succubus, the turning men to cats and dogs riding upon a pole through the 
aire, and the rest of such ridiculous and brutish stuff. — Calef. 
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never permitt any man that publishes a Falshood, an Error, to do 
any Extraordinary Work for the Recommending of it, but what a 
Rational Diligence may soon * find some Cloven Foot of the Divel in. 
Yea, I will venture to say, If never such an Extraordinary Work were 
done, to confute any part of Christianities there would bee found 
those very Contrarieties to the Self-Evidencing Marks of Holiness 
in the Contrary Haeresie itself, that were enough to render the Divel 
visible at the Bottom of all. Very learned men think that some 
few of the popish Legends and Fables might bee founded in Real 
Wonders, done by great Wizzards to prove a Lye. However, in 
Witchcraft none of those things are done, that will come up to our 
Definition of a MIRACLE. 

But thus you have seen the first of my Three Convincers, for the 
Beleef, That there are Witches. In my Accounts of the Two Latter 
I will use more of Brevitie; else, perhaps, you will not bestow the 
Reading on them. 

§ 15. Undoubted History is another Thing that has carried mee 
to this Beleef. And here, because I have told you that I '1 not run 
myself into the Hazard of making any Excursions from the Road 
of my own plain Thoughts, by advizing with my Library, I will only 
putt it unto any man of common Modesty, whether after so many 
Thousands of 2 Well-attested Relations, as wee have in some scores 
of the gravest Authors that ever took Pen in hand, it bee possible 
that all the Witchcrafts by them Related should bee so many Shams. 
The chronicles of Whole Nations may as well pass for Fancies, and 
those of Great Britain among the rest must go for as Aiery Notions 
as the Stories of Don Quixot, or The Seven Champions. 

To give a Catalogue of the Learned, the Honest, the Faithful and 
the Disinterested Historians that, from Bodin 3 to Bovet, or from 
Binsfeld to Bromhal, have entertained the World with fair Narra- 
tives of Witchcrafts, that alone would bee to add another Book unto 
the rest. Wherefore, waving all the rest I would ask you at your 
Liesure to Read but that one Book, which my most Honoured 
Friend, 4 Mr. Baxter, as great a man as lived in his Age, published 

1 Here was one of the Jews stumbling blocks, that tho Christ did such mighty 
works as neither men or devills could do, yet they account him a Sabath breaker, 
a friend of publicans and sinners, and this they toke to be the cloven foot you 
speak of. — Calef. 

2 I suppose ours acted at Salem are as well attested as any others what- 
ever. — Calef. 

1 In the preface to More Wonders, Calef refers to " blind guides, such as the 
corrupt practices of some other countries or the bloody Experiments of Bodin, 
and other Authors." 

4 You know I have read of his many silly storyes, as about the wench at 
Bewdly, etc. : and mak no dout but his intelects were then impaired. — Calef. 
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but just before hee Dyed; entituled, The Worlds of Spirits, Hee is 
very particularly Industrious about the 1 Validitie of the Testimonies , 
which prove the Truth of his Narratives, and among the Rest, there 
is one, as I remember, about the young Woman, that with many 
preternatural Torments kept voiding by Siege, many Scores of 
Stones, upon a Suspected Witches threatening such a praeternatural 
Mischief unto her; and continued so to do, till the suspected 
Witches Apprehension or Execution: That One were enough to 
silence any Gainsayer, that had not given himself over to abuse 
himself and others, with frothy Clamour, instead of Reason. 

Moreover the 2 paenitent, unforced, Rational Confessions of 
Witches, occurring in these Writers, with Undeniable Demonstra- 
tions of Truth, are such (Cyprians you particularly Remember) 
that if I should scoff at them, I should count myself, when I 
came to myself, not only an Absurd man, but also a very Wicked 
one. And of the credible Confessions, which the world has heard of 
such Things, wee have a printed and a certain Account of more 
than one or two made in England, upon a Witchcraft lately com- 
mitted there; even at the very Time when wee were here in the 
Height of our Troubles from the Invisible World. 

Yea, besides all the Modern Histories to this purpose, hee must bee 
an Ignorant and an Impudent man who shall Deny That the 
Christians in the primitive Times Beleeved it a Common Thing for 
Witches to send their Divels, upon these and tjiose with whom they 
had their Controversies, and for the Divels often to take a Bodily 
Possession of those Persons. Those men have Read little of Ecclesias- 
tical History, z who quaestion it. Lett them only Read that one well 
known little piece, the Life of Hilarion, and quaestion it if they can. 

§ 28. And last of all, personal Experience has made it impossible 
for mee to bee of any other Belief. We have an old Saying, 4 That 
Seeing is Beleeving. And one that hath Seen, and known, what I 
have must have been the greatest Sot in the World, if hee did not 
Beleeve as I do. 

Not J only, but my whole Countrey, saw a most Illustrious Con- 
viction of Witchcraft, when Glover 5 was convicted. Her Magical 

1 I dout Lauderdale imposes on him. — Calef. 

2 This might have had som weight before our Salem confessions had given so 
much light. — Calef. 

3 Remarkable providences tells us a generall councell anathem. them that 
believed such power in devills, page 124. — Calef. 

4 Cases of conscience concern, witchcraft, p. 21. an inchanted eye shall se 
such things as others cannot disern, and p. 25, the author tels us the Apostle 
speaks of bewitched eyes Galla. 3. 1. yet I se it not there. — Calef. 

5 Why must that single instance of Glover be better than those 20 at Salem 
tho at Salem besids thos that suffer 't is said there were 50 that confest, and 
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Images were found, and shee actually showed the whole Court by 
what Caeremonies used unto them, shee Directed her Familiar 
Spirits -, how and where to torment the Objects of her malice. The 
Experiments were made over and over again before the whole Court; 
and the Effect still followed exactly in the Torments on the Bewitched 
Children. Shee also made a punctual Confession, of her Witchcraft, 
before and after which, a Jury of Doctors that Examined her 
secretly returned her, compos mentis. You have the story in print. 1 
And some of the greatest persons in this Age, have confessed the 
Proof of Witchcraft therein given, to bee ungaynsayable. This I will 
say, To take pains for the Satisfaction of those, upon whom the 
Reading of that story will make no Impression, 'T is To wash an 
Ethiopian. 

But 1 '1 pass from hence unto a Few, and but a Few, of the privater 
Demonstrations, whereto a Troublesome Experience has helped 
mee. 

I know a Young Man, who had gone so far, as to gett Ready, a 2 
Covenant with Satan, written all of it, in his own Blood: but before 
the Signing of it, the sinful I was made the happy Instrument of his 
Deliverance. 

I know a Woman, whose Brother was tortured with a cruel, prick- 
ing, Incurable Pain in the Crown of his Head: which continued until 
there was found with her a Poppet in Wax, resembling 3 him, with 
a pin stuck into the Head of it; which being taken out, he Recovered 
Immediately. 

I know a Person who missing anything, would use to sitt down and 
mutter a certain Charm, and then immediately, by an Invisible 
Hand be directly led 4 unto the place where the Thing was to be 
found. 

I know a Woman, who upon uttering some Words over very pain- 
ful Hurts and Sores, did use presently 5 cure them unto the amaze- 

this a poor despised crazy woman that was willing to be out of this world and 
they as willing she should. — Calef. On Glover's case see Drake, Witchcraft 
Delusion in New England, in. 153. 

1 But I remember you once told me you did not then understand the wiles of 
Satan, and how much of it you will now abide by I know not. — Calef. 

2 Had this young man not bin educated to the belief that by vertue of such 
covenant he shold have a power extraordinary assisting him, what temtation 
could he have line under to it, and upon whom is the gilt. — Calef. 

3 As much like him I suppose as Glovers rags were like a man. — Calef. 

4 Perhaps this was old Keser. — Calef. Mary Warren in the Witchcraft 
excitement at Salem spoke of Keysar's daughter "that had been distracted 
many years." Drake in. 16 n. 

6 And what is this wors than knocking off invisible chains with the hand. — 
Calef. 

34 
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ment of the Spectators. Now, thought I, if this Wretch can effectu- 
ally employ Divels to cure Hurts, why mayn't shee to cause them 
also, which is the worst that the Witches do? 

I have known, alas, how many, that with magical Ceremonies, 
have procured the Divels, to do those things, that have made the 
very Hair of the People in the Room, to stand on end. Now, thought 
I, wherein are these Essentially Differing, from the worst of Witches? 
There is very little other Difference than this, that the Pranks these 
have done have been less mischievous to other People. 

I have had such Confessions of Witchcraft in the Formalities 
thereof, distinctly made unto mee, by several woful Creatures, in 
the Distresses of their Souls, that I could not sleight them 1 all for 
melancholy Chiego's. 

Finally, I'l cutt off all that I might have given you, from any of 
my own Experiences, with one Passage which very lately befel mee. 

There was a Young Woman, and one that had the Repute of a 
Devout and pious one; 2 who at some Times, when shee was Alone, 
especially after her secret Prayers, would hear an Unaccountable 
Voice audibly speaking unto her; and this Voice gave her such an 
Abundance of serious Counsil to walk Religiously, that shee began to 
bee very fond of his Discourses. 3 Upon my being informed of it, 
I suspected, that it might bee no more than the Effect of a loose 
Imagination, but when I found that this Odd Voice had spoken to 
her some Secret Things, which I knew, and shee did not know, to bee 
True, I became satisfied of a Realitie in the Business. Being in some 
Exercise of mind, about this matter, I quickly discovered, a Couple 
of Marks, upon this Whisperer from the Invisible World, which lett 
me discern what I had to do. 4 

First, The Young Woman, instead of being directed unto the Ad- 
vice of Peter, had a strange Reluctance to Visit him, that the Lord 
had made her Pastor. And when shee came unto mee, upon being 
sent for, shee had a strange Inabilitie or Incapacitie, to Relate 
what had happened unto her, with such Freedom, as shee could use 
with some other Persons. This, I thought, looked as if shee were 
under the Enchantments of a Spirit who was lothe, I should examine 
too narrowly his Devices. 

Secondly: The Spirit, addressing this Young Woman, besides a 
great many Good Things whereto hee advised her, hee also com- 

1 Then it seems some you did. — Calef. 

1 So had the rank wenches at Salem and Marget Rule here. — Calef. 

8 I suppose none heard it but her selfe and 't is like was as true as many at 
Salem as appears by its leaving her as soon as she found her self mistaken and 
that you did not incourage her. — Calef. 

4 A marginal note by Calef at this point has been carefully blotted out. Ed. 
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manded her to speak unto such and such Persons, concerning some 
hitherto conceled miscarriages, whereof, hee said, they had been 
guilty and must Repent. Whereas I could obtain a l Charitable 
Proof that some of those Persons were clear from such Iniquities 
as she charged them withal: or, however, I foresaw, that if shee 
charged them, it would have Endangered the Peace of the Neigh- 
bourhood. This, I thought, Resembled very much The Accuser of 
the Brethren. 

Methoughts, The whole together, had no Angelical Aspect. 
Wherefore, I sent for the Young Woman, and solemnly, as the 
Watchman of her Soul, Required her to keep close unto the Written 
Word of God, and cry mightily unto the Lord that Hee would not 
give her up unto Diabolical Delusions. I Required her, that shee 
should give no Countenance unto the sayings of the Unseen Speaker 
that came unto her, but bee afraid of Hearing irom Him. I told 
her, That if I could learn, that shee Really Entertained a Conversa- 
tion with this Invisible Whisperer, I would proceed with her, as one 
that had a Familiar Spirit. 

Accordingly, upon the Next Return of that Spirit, she said unto 
him: I desire no more to hear from you; Mr. 2 Mather saies, you are 
a Divel, and I am afraid you are. If you are an Angel of the Lord, 
give mee a Proof of it. If you bee not, the Lord grant I may never bee 
troubled with you any more. The Spirit made no Answer; and the 
Young Woman was delivered from her Snares. 

Here, I plainly saw, A Begun Witchcraft of the most explicit sort 
that could bee. And I have no Cause to quaestidn, but that the 
Spirit which proceeded thus far, might have proceeded quickly unto 
all the rest, if those preventive Methods had not been used. 

Upon the whole, As all the Ministers, whether English, or Dutch, 
or French? that I have the Honour to know in America, are of my 
Opinion for the Affirmative of 4 the Quaestion which has now been 
discussed. So, I hope, no Reasonable Man will bee offended, if 
after such Irresistible Proofs, I do not become the First Minister in 

1 And why so much charity now and so little to those at Salem, and why not 
believe this spirits speaking as much as the spectrall sight of those possessed 
there, for had it bin a spectre I se not but you must have given freer entertain- 
ment, or else bin very partiall. — Calef. 

2 Not the scripture. — Calef. 

8 Calef addressed a letter dated March 18, 1694-95, seventeen days after 
returning Mather's sheets, to " the Ministers, whether English, French, or Dutch. ,, 
More Wonders, 33. 

4 "So that our Author leaves off just where he began, viz. in a bare Assertion, 
together with his own Biggoted experiences, hinting also at multitudes of His- 
tories to confirm him in the belief of his definition [of a witch.] " Calef to B , 

in More Wonders of the Invisible World, 32. 
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these Parts of the World, that shall Deny such Scripture, such 
History, such Experience. 1 

§ 29. I have told you my Beleef; what it has been, and Why. 
Shall I now tell you my Practice? 2 

The Proceedings of Joseph Stevens late of Pensilvania. 

He gave an acco't that he came in a vessell bound for Road 
riand, and that the vessell was cast away at Block I'land, that he 
lay som weeks sick and there after that came to Road Hand, and 
from thence a foot to Boston pasing thro Roxbery feb. 10 And at 
Boston gat abord a vessell and continued till feb. 19 and was there 
taken bleeding as he said at 5 a clock in the morning, and then the 
mate advised him to go a shore to a Dr. which he did and then 
thought to get back to Road I'land and came as far as Roxbery 
bleeding and there faild and about 8 a Clock Richd Woods 3 toke 
him in of mere pitty he lay that night by the fire upon some Clothes 
in the morning he had bled as was supposed about a quart. Dr. 
Thomson 4 being sent for staid the bleeding for the present the 
great storm of snow falling presently after hindered his traveling 
further if he had been able then Clothing was procured and his own 
Cloths baked and som burnt, for before that was done he was not 
fit to com in any bed and Continued there till the 23 of march (in 
which time he went to Boston on foot to get a pasage home and find- 
ing none at Boston that would receive into their hous in the even- 
ing he returnd toward Roxbery and came to the Rose and Crown 5 

1 I hope better of them and take this to be a high reflection on them having 
never heard that any of them ever asserted that it was in the power of a witch 
to commisionat devills, etc. — Calef. 

2 You have told the world that already in your severall books, as praying 
that the aflicted might be able to accuse, knocking off invisible chains, etc. — ■ 
Calef. 

8 Probably Richard Woodde or Wooddy, originally of Roxbury, but after 
1674 of Boston. 

4 Benjamin Thompson, who died 1714. 

6 In 1705, "upon Complaint made that the Chimnyes of the Rose and Crown 
Tavern nigh the Town House is defective and dangerous, the Select men upon 
their view there of and also upon the report made by John Kneeland and Thomas 
Adkins two masons whom they have desired to View the Same, the said Select 
men have warned Mrs. Mary Phillips the Owner of said House to Cause the 
said Chimnyes to be forthwith Sufficiently Ammended and repaired." Report 
of Boston Record Commissioners, xi. 49. Henry Phillips died (1685-86) pos- 
sessed of "a great stone house near the town house with the housing belonging to 
it down to Jabez Negus' house," valued in the inventory at £700. His widow, 
Mary, died 171 2-13, and in 1716 administration de bonis non was granted to 
Eliezer Phillips. The inventory he presented mentioned only one item, " one 
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who toke the pains to light him to meers', 1 where he was not 
admitted in and went over the deep snow to the gray house and 
next day returned to said Woods' again) the time he was at Woodses 
hous he had a good stomach and slept well but not being fit to go 
forward in his Journey for fear of perishing upon the Road it was 
thought needfull to take the advice of some of the Justisis how to 
dispose of him he being one that ought to be taken care of either 
at the charge of the County or of the province. 

On the said 23. march I the subscriber one of the selectment of 
Roxbery desired said Woods to meet me at Boston and to take said 
Stevens with him in order to take the Justises direction how and 
where he should be disposed of, and that if he were ordered back 
to our town we might the beter recover our charges of the prov- 
ince, and came to Justis Lynds who not being within Mr. Stodder 
came to whome I reported the case, and prayed his direction what 
ought to be done, which he declining to give, the overseers of Boston 
being come and said Justis Stoder being present after som time 
they agreed that he should go to the Alms hous And this I toke 
to be verry rationall as being at the province charge and nearer for 
transportation, then I toke my leave of the Justis and overseers to 
hasten home the sun being about an hour and half high. 

But afterwards ther rose a question about his going to the Alms 
hous as I have heard and the man continued in the street till within 
the evening, (and was put upon a hors in order to be conveyed to 
Roxbery,) tis probable this delay might doe the man some damage, 
at length he was put in the Alms hous. 

And on Monday I was conveen'd before the Justisis and was told 
that the man was verry ill and was ordered to take him away, to 
which I answered that I had rather pay for his keeping at the alms 
hous, he not being fit to be removed, etc. for which I was bound 
over, after which his Excellency in Counsell declared that he 
should for the present continue where he was. 

And if it were a Crime in me to bring him before a Justis to be 
examined wherto he belonged and to take his direction as to the 

house and land being at the upper end of Pudding Lane," valued at £350. The 
house was thus on the northwesterly corner of Devonshire [Pudding Lane] and 
State [King] Streets. 

1 Samuel Meers or Mears in 1708 "sold Strong drinck as an Inholder at the 
House of Mr. Stephen Minot nigh Roxbury Gate in Boston." In 1 71 1 James Meers 
obtained permission to " sell drinck as an Inholder at his House in Cornhill." In 
the same year he received twenty-five pounds allowance for having his house 
blown up in the fire of that year, and in 1713 the license to sell liquors was re- 
newed to his widow, Eliza or Elizabeth, " as a Retayler at the Lower end of King 
Street." Report of the Boston Record Commissioners, xi. 69, 142, 152, 189. The 
two men appear to have been brothers, sons of Robert Mears, who died 1667. 
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further care of him that so our town might have the clearer claim 
to be reimbursed by the province, 

Or if the man were not in a Condition fit to be bro't to that 
end then tis a crime of ignorance; for I never saw the man to my 
knowledge till I saw him that day in Boston. 

Robt. Calef. 

A Portrait of John Trumbull. 

Mr. Lord exhibited an autograph letter from Colonel John 
Trumbull, dated New Haven, March 14, 1840, addressed to 
Dr. James Thacher, the author of A Military Journal of the 
Revolution, A History of Plymouth, and other publications, and 
for many years the librarian of the Pilgrim Society, relating 
to the gift by Colonel Trumbull to the Pilgrim Society of the 
portrait of Colonel Trumbull. The letter was recently pre- 
sented to that Society by Miss Mary Hodge, a great-grand- 
daughter of Dr. Thacher. 

Mr. Lord said in part: Colonel Trumbull was born in 1756 
and died in 1843. He was the son of Jonathan Trumbull, 
governor of Connecticut from 1769 to 1783, and Faith Rob- 
inson, the daughter of Rev. John Robinson of Duxbury. 
Colonel Trumbull served on Washington's staff during the siege 
of Boston and was later promoted to the position of deputy 
adjutant-general in the Continental Army. Dissatisfied be- 
cause the date of the commission issued to him made him 
junior in rank to other officers, he resigned from the army on 
the 22d of February, 1777, and began the study of painting. 
Relying upon the Amnesty Proclamation published by the 
British Peace Commissioners in New York on the 2d of Octo- 
ber, 1778, and the assurance given by Lord George Germain, 
Secretary of State for the American Department, that if he 
came to England "No notice would be taken of whatever had 
passed in America," he sailed for England in May, 1780, with 
the intention of pursuing the study of painting under the 
instruction of Benjamin West. 

When on the 15th of November, 1780, news arrived in Lon- 
don of the treason of General Arnold and the death of Major 
Andre, a warrant was issued for Colonel Trumbull's arrest. 
"Mr. Andre had been the deputy adjutant-general of the 
British army and I a deputy adjutant-general in the Ameri- 
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can, and it seemed to them (the Loyalists) that I should make 
a perfect pendant" 1 Permission was given him to make 
choice of any prison in the kingdom, and he selected the Tothill- 
Fields Bridewell, situated behind Buckingham House towards 
Pimlico, where he remained until liberated through the inter- 
vention of Mr. West and Mr. Burke in June, 1781. 

Colonel Trumbull in his letter to Dr. Thacher states that 
the face of the portrait was painted by Mr. Stuart as soon as 
" I was at liberty; " but in the Life and Works of Gilbert Stuart, 
page 64, it is stated, " Stuart was a warm friend of Trumbull 
when he was imprisoned in London, on charge of being a spy, 
he having been arrested at the time of the execution of Major 
Andre. While so imprisoned Stuart painted his portrait." 

The portrait represents Trumbull as sitting under a grated 
window. The portrait does not appear to be mentioned in 
the list of Trumbull's works, but is referred to in Mason's list 
of Stuart's works, but the location of the portrait is not given. 
The identification of the portrait of Colonel Trumbull as the 
joint work of Stuart and Trumbull, and the fact that it is pre- 
served under the circumstances stated in Pilgrim Hall in Ply- 
mouth, justify a reference to it in the Proceedings of this 
Society. 

Trumbull to James Thacher. 

New Haven, 14th Mar., 1840. 

Dear Sir, — The picture which I promised to send you for 
Pilgrim's Hall is packed and placed in the hands of Mr. John 
Thomas, your' friend in N. York, to be forwarded. 

You are aware that I was arrested and committed to Prison in 
London in the year 1780, and liberated in June 1781. As soon as I 
was at liberty, my friend Stewart, who died lately in Boston, and 
who was then a student with Mr. West, painted the face of this por- 
trait. I painted the other parts, it is probably more curious from 
this fact, than for its likeness. Such as it is, I beg thro' you to offer 
it to the Pilgrim's Society, for their Hall, and am, Dr. Sir, with 
sincere esteem Your Servant and friend, 

Jno. Trumbull. 

1 Autobiography, Reminiscences and Letters of John Trumbull, 69. 
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Trumbull Silhouettes. 

In this connection the Editor inserts four "shades" recently 
found by Mrs. Henry Jackson, of Boston, among some family 
papers. They each bore a name, "Gov. Trumbull," "Col. 
Trumbull," etc., in the writing of Dr. James Jackson (1777— 
1867). Dr. Putnam, in his Memoir of Dr. James Jackson, 
makes no mention of any connection with the Trumbulls, 
or Hartford, and reproduces a number of family silhouettes 
some of which are similar in cut to these four; but in the ab- 
sence of a definite date noted upon them, it can only be said 
they were made between the years 1800 and 1809. Colonel 
Trumbull was in Boston in 1804, intending to make that city 
his home. On his journey he had stopped at Hartford, 
Lebanon, and Norwich, visiting the different branches of his 
family. In Boston he would meet the club of which Dr. Jackson 
was a member. The clue to such a possible connection is of the 
slightest, and is advanced in the absence of any other of greater 
probability. Colonel Trumbull's wife was a Miss Sarah Hope, 
of a Scotch family. 

Miss Alsop is believed to be Miss Mary Alsop, of Middle- 
town, Conn., a daughter of Richard and Mary (Pomeroy) 
Alsop. 1 

By the courtesy of Mr. George Lyman and Miss Lyman, 
the following letter is printed: 

Rev. Joseph Lyman to Charles P. Phelps. 

Hatfield, March 21, 1810. 

My dear Sir, — I am induced to write this letter, that I may in- 
form you and our other friends in Boston that the Democrats in 
this County, and as we believe in the other counties, were never 
so active and desperate in their measures to prevent the success of 
the federal ticket as they are this year. There is no exertion too 
much and no deception too vile in order to carry the French 
nominations. 

Their motto is, Si nequeo Super os fleeter e, Acheronta rnovebo. 

1 N. E. Hist. Gen. Reg., xxxvn. $6. I have been aided in their identification 
by Mrs. Jackson, Mr. Dexter, of New Haven, Mr. Trumbull, of Norwich, and Mr. 
Godard, of Hartford. 
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The friends of our excellent Governor and Lt. Governor * we are 
apprehensive are too secure of their success. A few sleepy Federal- 
ists resting upon what they have already attained and confident 
that things must go well in future may by their supineness mar all 
our fair prospects. Gur election is not to be carried by betts of 
two to one in favour of federalism, or betts of six thousand or eight 
thousand in favour of Gore. Every man must go [to] the polls and 
put in his vote, and then we shall succeed and rescue ourselves from 
the French faction and the grip of Napoleon. Otherwise we shall 
be defeated and the country involved in a nefarious war against 
Great Britain. Pray inspire your friends with an animation worthy 
of the prize before us. Let not a man be absent who will act right 
at the elections and guard the polls from the intrusion of unqualified 
and unprincipled voters. I hope care will be taken of the Lists 
that they be pure as possible. Much is to be done to keep up the 
attention of all the federalists in federal towns and to rouse the 
zeal and perseverance of every federalist in the- Jacobin towns. Do 
extend information and influence thro' all the towns of the Common- 
wealth and counteract the thousand lies which will be circulated 
between this and the day of election. Above all things be guarded 
against a false security and let all act as if the salvation of our 
country rested upon the exertions of each individual. As for this 
county you know our situation, that you cannot calculate upon a 
single vote more this year than last. Democracy has advantages 
in such a county where they have so many materials to work upon. 
But federalism has the same advantages in Democratic counties. 
From Boston, the headquarters of good principles in politics, we 
expect much. Let our hopes be more than realized. Great care 
must be taken in the choice of Senators especially in those districts 
where the parties are nearly equally balanced. In this county as far 
as I can learn there is no lack of energy on either side. But we do 
not calculate upon doing more than to hold our own. The Shep- 
herds are scattering their United Irishmen into the neighbouring 
towns. Our Democrats carted in three of those patriots of '76 into 
town last Saturday. They have bought land, but we shall know 
what to do with them. Major John Smith I am told loves the people 
better and better and takes every opportunity to express this love 
as far as talking and horse flesh will express it. I have heard from 
Boston of your bets offered and rejected that Gore will have a plural- 
ity of eight thousand. The Jacobins know well enough that if they 
pretend to be afraid to bet, it will make their antagonists secure. Our 
duty to our God, our Country and ourselves is to put on strength 

1 Christopher Gore and David Cobb. 
35 
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equal to the magnitude of our conflict to secure first the election of 
Governor, Lt. Governor, and Senators, and then to be equally 
attentive to our May elections. The Representatives we can carry 
do their utmost. They cannot create Democratic towns so fast 
and easy as they can create Democratic individuals. If we could be 
guarded against corruption there would be no hazard; but we must 
calculate to beat them after they have foisted upon the lists voters 
or put into the ballot boxes votes to the amount of five thousand 
wholly illegal. This we can easily do if we are conscious of our 
danger and confident of our strength. Let me have an answer to 
this, so that I may get it the Friday before election, if possible, — a 
hint from abroad may be useful. 

My family are in health. We all remember you and Mrs. Phelps 
and your little folks with affection. I am, Dear Sir, Ever your 
friend and servant, 

Joseph Lyman. 

Addressed, Charles P. Phelps, Esqr., Round Lane, Boston, Mass. 

Remarks were made during the meeting by Messrs. Green, 
Thayer, Norcross, W. R. Livermore, T. L. Livermore, 
Rantoul, and Kittredge. 



